
Deputation
Item E23/23 Request to Remove Street Tree at 25 Purdie Avenue, Ardross

Mr N Notarangelo and Ms E Notarangelo, Ardross
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Who are we?

REQUEST TO REMOVE REPLACE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

What would we like to achieve?

Why?

• Nino and Erica Notarangelo

• Residents of 23 Purdie Ave since 1984 – 39 years!

• Your support to replace the street tree at 25 Purdie Ave 
with something more suited to a residential street.

• Genuine concern for the safety of ourselves, our 
neighbours and the many residents who walk along 
the street verge taking their kids to the local primary 
school, walking their dogs or just on a stroll.

• Mental health issues caused to my wife with the scary 
noise and bending of high broughs during windy 
weather and history of tree falls on Purdie Ave.

• Significant and ongoing damage caused to our home 
over the past 13 years.
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.

25th March 2023

Our elderly neighbour at 25 Purdie Ave called me over and expressed 
her concern that this bough had fallen in the spot she regularly stands 
to water her native verge garden. Had she been there at the time, it 
would certainly have killed her. 

She was not complimentary on the Council’s decision not to remove 
or prune the tree on a previous 2021 petition

I offered to take this up with Council again on her behalf.

SAFETY CONCERNS

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.

Initial petition was arranged in 2021 by another concerned neighbour 
and signed by the owner of 25 Purdie Ave and residents either side 
and opposite that address.

SAFETY CONCERNS

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

Removal was not supported, citing “minimal concerns…”
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.SAFETY CONCERNS

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

Extract from the August 2022 Arborist ReportExtract from the April 2021 Arborist Report

If the tree is stressed as reported in 2021 then…
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.SAFETY CONCERNS

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

Concerns about the Arborist Report Conclusions

The City’s own records show a history of major and substantial 
branch failures with this tree

• There have been 6 significant branch failures in the last 4 
years that necessitated branch collections – There is clearly 
a concerning pattern emerging

• The last 2 failures occurred within 12 months of each report

• The last branch failure occurred 7 months after the arborist 
report and 2 months after ‘”recommended” pruning works 
were conducted. It was another MAJOR limb failure - How 
can the City conclude the tree is a low risk to persons? 

• No-one has been injured or killed to-date - Good 
management or good luck?
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.

Constant Branch and Leafy Twigs Dropping

• Can cause injury

• Can easily fall over the road and impede the vision or startle a driver passing by causing them to lose control of their car

SAFETY CONCERNS

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

Picture Taken : 03/02/2014 Picture Taken : 11/02/2014
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.

There’s History of Large Tree’s Dying and Falling Over on Purdie Avenue

• Gum tree was removed at the bottom of Purdie Avenue after a large branch fell across the road. The tree was assessed as dying (date unknown)

• Gum tree fell onto the house at 17 Purdie Ave on 08/09/2014

SAFETY CONCERNS

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.SAFETY CONCERNS

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

Picture Taken : 08/03/2018 Picture Taken : 07/01/2022Picture Taken : 01/03/2015 Picture Taken : 20/03/2016
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.

How can the City base its decision on 
Arborist Reports when its own records 
and the evidence presented clearly 
contradicts the report conclusions that 
the tree is sound?

SAFTEY CONCERNS

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

REMINDER: 

This branch fell  7 months after the 
last report, and 2 months after 
recommended works was performed 
on the tree.



PROPERTY
DAMAGE
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.

Major Roof Leak March 2010

• Insurance Claim to restore ceiling, clean rug and replace damaged projector

PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

Roof Leak March 2016

• Repaint ceiling
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.

Roof Leak Feb 2017

• Repaint ceiling

PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

Roof Leak Oct 2020

• Repaint ceiling and clean rug
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.

Major Roof Leak Jun 2023

• Insurance claim to replace ceiling, projector, rug and lounges

PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.

Insurance Trades Report – 06 June 2023

PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.

Insurance Roof Specialist Report – 21 June 2023

• Roof was re-inspected 3 weeks later and was 
assessed as in good condition ie:

• “Leaf guard mesh installed over valley”
• “Roof tile surface has lichen but is considered sound”
• “Skylight is in good condition”
• “Ridge caping in good condition”
• “No broken tiles”

PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

Despite expert trades assessments, City officers “consider” the 
property damage is a maintenance issue.
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

• We’ve tried to manage the leaf drop from this tree for 39 years.

• Initially tried DIY gutter guards

• The volume of leaves choke both gutters and valleys.

Pictures Taken : June 2009
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

• DIY solutions failed resulting in roof leaks and rusted gutters 
and downpipes.

• Choked valleys resulted in lead debris entering into roof cavity 
making our house a fire risk

Picture Taken : July 2014

Roof Cavity:  Picture Taken June 2023
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

• Evidence of summer maintenance (Feb 
2015)

• Installation of quality aluminium mesh 
over every gutter and valley in 2016

Picture Taken : Feb 2015

Picture Taken : Feb 2015

Mesh Installation:  Picture Taken Mar 2016



64

Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

• March 2018: This is the volume of leaves 2 months after my  
cleaning the roof in January

Picture Taken : 10/03/2018
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

• The volume of leaf debris has significantly increased.

• Winter roof maintenance 2020 – I’d already performed a 
summer maintenance activity earlier in the year.

• Note the rake!

Pictures Taken : June 2020
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

• Summer maintenance.

• Leaf debris on roof restarts not long after cleaning

Pictures Taken : January 2022

Leaf debris restarts as soon as the wind blows



67

Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

• While mesh guard protects the valleys and gutters, gum leaves 
wedge into tiles which can cause further water flow barriers in 
other parts of the roof.

• Leaves cannot be blown off… a rake is required!

Picture Taken : April 2017
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

• A green waste bin is nearly filled almost every week between 
September and June, from all ground leaf debris in the front 
and back yards of our property

• The leaves in the back yard are those that make it across the 
roof 

Picture Taken : January 2021

Picture Taken : February 2022

How bad can it be?
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Locations, Yards and Roads are foundation elements of the Falco system and provide the core elements to allow all the activities to be recorded in system.PROPERTY DAMAGE

REQUEST TO REMOVE STREET TREE AT 25 PURDIE AVENUE ARDROSS

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

20102017 20202023

2016

• Roof leaks have occurred over the last 13 years:

• We’ve demonstrated we’ve tried to live with this tree and implement solutions to try and protect our property
• We’ve demonstrated that roof maintenance is performed at least twice yearly - sometimes more
• Despite numerous roof leaks, we’ve not approached council until now – there’s nothing more we can do.

• 4 of the 5 leaks have occurred during unseasonal rain in summer/spring months:

• To minimise the risk of future leaks, the roof would need to be cleaned every month, or at least every 2 months – this is unreasonable and unsafe.
• $250-$300 to get a roof professionally cleaned is also unreasonable (up to $30k every 10 years!).

• Due to the volume of leaves that drop every week, we need gutter and valley mesh guards:

• To prevent our gutters and valleys being choked by leaves - allowing no water flow at all
• To prevent leaves and debris entering our roof cavity and causing a potential fire hazard
• To prevent our gutters and downpipes being prone to rust and deterioration, which may require premature replacement


