Addendum

Responsible Officer: Mr M McCarthy
Director Environment and Infrastructure

Date of Meeting: 17 May 2022

Meeting of the: Ordinary Meeting of Council

Item: P22/3979 — Attadale Junior Football Club Request for Parking at Troy Park
DETAIL

The Council will be considering a petition at the 17 May 2022 Ordinary Meeting of Council regarding a
request from Attadale Junior Football Club for temporary car parking at Troy Park in an area previously used
but now known to provide breeding habitat for the Rainbow Bee Eater. The City had previously not approved
temporary overflow parking in this area due to environmental sensitivities and identified an alternative
overflow parking area at the eastern end of the Attadale Reserve dog exercise area. The officers
recommendation regarding the request being the subject of the petition is to retain the Attadale Reserve
overflow parking area rather than reinstate the area requested by the club.

Following the publishing of the agenda for the 17 May 2022 Ordinary Meeting of Council, the City received an
updated proposal from the Attadale Junior Football Club seeking consideration for permission to utilise two
alternative areas:

. An area behind the goals but within the oval buffer at the western end of the Troy Park oval. This area
is identified as Option 1 below; and
. Another area (Option 2) located to the east of the grove of trees at Point Waylen. The proposal

suggests that both overflow parking areas would be accessed by a cordoned off track from the main
car park shown in green outside the southern and eastern boundary of the oval.
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Both of the new options have been assessed by the Natural Areas and Parks team as well as the Healthy
Melville team to determine its feasibility. The main concern with both Options 1 and 2 is the likely damage to
the turf surface due to repeated vehicle movements. Past experience suggests that the ground in winter will
become soft in a typical saturated state, leading to the establishment of muddy conditions and potentially
leading to the risk of bogged vehicle situations leading to unsatisfactory experience by users. In addition,
there would be significant resources to rectify the damage to the turf during and at the end of the season.

Of particular concern is the turf behind the area that the goal umpire utilises for senior football which is
traditionally a high wear location and the practice cricket nets that needs remedial works each year based on
current use. Additional usage of this space will add to the problem and vehicles may create undulations in
the area used by cricket for bowling run ups when utilising the practice nets. It is likely that this area will
require further repair and the end of the football season to ensure it is suitable for cricket use.

There are also concerns regarding the wear and tear to the turf in general as vehicles loop around the playing
surface which is subject to uneven level differences and inundation at low points creating a difficult driving
surface during wet conditions.

To accommodate Option 2, the City previously investigated vehicle access across the existing netball court,
however it was concluded that heavy vehicles would likely damage the playing surface as it is not designed to
be a trafficable surface. Concern around oils dripping from vehicles needs to be considered as this could
present a slippery surface in wet weather for the netball club users. The club assisted with financing the
resurfacing of the courts and to see vehicles driving across courts and damaging the surface may cause
conflict between the two sporting codes.

Option 2 also falls within the proposed Melville Bird Sanctuary, with the group leading the drive for the
sanctuary establishment to ensure threats/disturbances to birdlife are minimised. The Council has resolved
to support the bird sanctuary and most recently resolved to fund a consultancy to investigate its
establishment. Allowing parking in this area would be inconsistent with the objectives of a bird sanctuary.

The Attadale Alfred Cove Foreshore Master Plan clearly outlined the desire of the community to enhance and
protect the natural aspects of the areas (see below), and if the City allows parking in either of these locations
it may be seen as going against the intent of the Master Plan and the wishes of the wider community, as
determined through the comprehensive consultation process.
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With both the options, marshalling of the vehicles for the temporary overflow parking area would be the
responsibility of the club, noting if someone was to be injured by a vehicle during the approved marshalling
activity plan there may be the possibility the City could be held responsible.

Based on the information above following assessment of the proposals, Officers do not support either option
and maintain the officer recommendation contained in report to the Council that the club use the approved
overflow parking area in the eastern section of the Attadale Reserve dog exercise area, depicted in blue on
the imaged above, so as not to disturb the Rainbow Bee-eater nesting sites in the area shown in red.

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION (3979)
That the Council:

1. Does not support the overflow parking area identified by the Attadale Junior Football
Club for the reasons outlined in this report

2, Directs the CEO to advise the Attadale Junior Football Club that the current overflow
parking designated area within the Attadale Foreshore dog walking area is available
for use during high use periods.

3. Directs the CEO to advise the lead petitioner in writing of this outcome.
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