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Theme 1: Early Intervention, Effective Regulation and Stronger Penalties 

CURRENT PROVISIONS PROPOSED REFORMS COMMENTS 

1.5 Rapid Red Card Resolutions  

 Currently, local governments have different 

local laws and standing orders that govern 

the way meetings run. Presiding members 

(Mayors and Presidents) are reliant on the 

powers provided in the local government 

standing orders local laws. 

 Differences between local governments is 

a source of confusion about the powers 

that presiding members have to deal with 

disruptive behaviours at council meetings.  

 Disruptive behaviour at council meetings is 

a very common cause of complaints. 

Having the Presiding Member be able to 

deal with these problems should more 

quickly resolve problems that occur at 

council meetings.  

 

 It is proposed that Standing Orders are made consistent 

across Western Australia (see item 2.6). Published 

recordings of all meetings would also become standard 

(item 3.1). 

 It is proposed that Presiding Members have the power to 

“red card” any attendee (including councillors) who 

unreasonably and repeatedly interrupt council meetings. 

This power would: 

o Require the Presiding Member to issue a clear first 

warning 

o If the disruptions continue, the Presiding Member will 

have the power to “red card” that person, who must be 

silent for the rest of the meeting. A councillor issued 

with a red card will still vote, but must not speak or 

move motions 

o If the person continues to be disruptive, the Presiding 

Member can instruct that they leave the meeting.  

 Any Presiding Member who uses the “red card” or ejection 

power will be required to notify the Inspector.  

 Where an elected member refuses to comply with an 

instruction to be silent or leave, or where it can be 

demonstrated that the presiding member has not followed 

the law in using these powers, penalties can be imposed 

through a review by the Inspector. 

 

 
  



 
 

Theme 2: Reducing Red Tape, Increasing Consistency and Simplicity 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS PROPOSED REFORMS COMMENTS 

2.6 Standardised Meeting Procedures, Including Public Question Time 

 Local governments currently prepare 

individual standing order local laws. 

 The Local Government Act 1995 and 

regulations require local governments to 

allocate time at meetings for questions 

from the public. 

 Inconsistency among the meeting 

procedures between local governments is 

a common source of complaints.  

 To provide greater clarity for ratepayers and applicants for 

decisions made by council, it is proposed that the meeting 

procedures and standing orders for all local government 

meetings, including for public question time, are 

standardised across the State.  

 Regulations would introduce standard requirements for 

public question time, and the procedures for meetings 

generally.  

 Members of the public across all local governments would 

have the same opportunities to address council and ask 

questions. 

 

 

 

 
 
  



 
 

Theme 3: Greater Transparency & Accountability 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS PROPOSED REFORMS COMMENTS 

3.1 Recordings and Live-Streaming of All Council Meetings 

 Currently, local governments are only required 

to make written minutes of meetings.  

 While there is no legal requirement for 

livestreaming or video or audio recording of 

council meetings, many local governments now 

stream and record their meetings.  

 Complaints relating to behaviours and 

decisions at meetings constitute a large 

proportion of complaints about local 

governments.  

 Local governments are divided into bands with 

the largest falling in bands 1 and 2, and smaller 

local governments falling bands 3 and 4. The 

allocation of local governments into bands is 

determined by The Salaries and Allowances 

Tribunal based on factors
1
 such as: 

o Growth and development 

o Strategic planning issues 

o Demands and diversity of services provided 

to the community 

o Total expenditure 

o Population 

o Staffing levels.  

 It is proposed that all local governments will be required to record 

meetings.  

 Band 1 and 2 local governments would be required to livestream 

meetings, and make video recordings available as public 

archives.  

 Band 1 and 2 are larger local governments are generally located 

in larger urban areas, with generally very good 

telecommunications infrastructure, and many already have audio-

visual equipment.  

 Band 1 and 2 local governments would be required to livestream 

meetings, and make video recordings available as public 

archives.  

 Several local governments already use platforms such as 

YouTube, Microsoft Teams, and Vimeo to stream and publish 

meeting recordings.  

 Limited exceptions would be made for meetings held outside the 

ordinary council chambers, where audio recordings may be used. 

 Recognising their generally smaller scale, typically smaller 

operating budget, and potential to be in more remote locations, 

band 3 and 4 local governments would be required to record and 

publish audio recordings, at a minimum. These local 

governments would still be encouraged to livestream or video 

record meetings.  

 All council meeting recordings would need to be published at the 

same time as the meeting minutes. Recordings of all confidential 

items would also need to be submitted to the DLGSC for 

archiving. 

 

 

                                                           
1
 See page 3 of the 2018 Salaries and Allowance Tribunal Determination 

https://www.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-11/Local%20Government%20Chief%20Executive%20Officers%20and%20Elected%20Members%20Determination%20No%201%20of%202018.pdf

