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Motion

That the Council directs the CEO to arrange for the immediate removal of the two trees
(Queensland Box Tree and Melaleuca Tree) on the front verge of the property at 23A St Michael
Terrace, Mount Pleasant that are within 500mm of the front fence that surrounds the swimming
pool in the front yard of the property.

To be presented to the Ordinary Meeting of Council 19 April 2022

Objective, Benefit and Potential Risks to be Considered

The objective is to comply with the Australian Standards that prohibit climbable objects being placed
within 500mm of the outside of a fence surrounding a swimming pool and to protect the safety of any
child or person who may use the trees as a means of climbing over the fence to access the pool.
The benéefit is the protection of life and the risk of doing nothing is that the City is in breach of the
Australian Standards and may be liable for damages in the event of doing nothing

Reasons for the Motion

The owner has notified the City that the trees are within 500mm of the front fence and provided video
evidence of how easy it is for a child to use the trees to climb over the fence.

The owner has provided a copy of the Australian Standards which prohibit the placement of climbable
objects within 500mm outside a fence surrounding a swimming pool.

The City has refused to take any action to rectify the situation. The Acting CEO proposed to remove
some branches. On the return of the CEO, it has been deemed that the trees are not a climbable object
and the City is complying with the Building Regulations and it is proposed to obtain an independent
report on how the matter should be resolved. In the interim there is a real risk that a child could climb
over the fence and drown in the pool as happened just two weeks ago in the City of Melville.
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