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UP23/29 Modifications to Local Planning Policy 1.1 
Planning Process and Decision Making

Purpose/background:

The purpose of this report is for the Council to consider modifications to the existing Local
Planning Policy 1.1 – Planning Process and Decision Making to formalise and encourage pre-
lodgment consultation between applicants and neighbours.

The modifications are proposed as a response to a Notice of Motion to investigate the inclusion
of a Courtesy Construction Advice Plan for adjacent neighbours next to construction activity. The
Notice of Motion is as follows:
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Details:

1. The City investigated implementing an Advice Plan.

2. Due to practicalities, including the City’s systems, the volume of
correspondence, administration and variability of construction timing, it was not
considered an appropriate option.

3. Notwithstanding, the City understands the value of neighbourly engagement.

4. As an alternative response, the City has recommended a discounted
Development Application fee of 25% to incentivise engagement before developments are
lodged with the City.

5. The prospective policy was workshopped with Council for input and guidance at a
recent Elected Member Engagement Session.
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Considerations:

1. In facilitating this process the City is seeking to:
a)Humanise the development application process
b)Resolve design issues before they’re presented to the City for assessment
c)Save time during the application assessment process

2.Staff training, appropriate forms and information sheets will be prepared to guide 
the process.

3.The modifications are required to be advertised and community input will be sought.

4.The City envisaged the take-up rate for applicable applications to be approx. 10 – 20% 
with foregone revenue for the discount of approx. $22,000 - $44,000.

5.Submissions invited through the statutory advertising process. 

6.Recommended review period is every 6 months for 24 months with reporting on stats 
through the EMB.
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Recommendation:
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