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Summary 

A notice of motion put by Councillor Barton to rename the Substation Park in Bicton in 

support of a local community group, Bicton Park Community Action Group was carried 

unanimously at 17 March 2020 meeting of Council. 

The process of naming/renaming a park is guided by the policies and processes outlined in 

Landgate’s Policies and Standards for Geographic Naming in Western Australia (GNCPS)  

and Council Policy CP-096, Naming of Roads, Parks, Buildings and infrastructure. 

To inform residents most directly impacted by a change in name of the opportunity to 

participate in the naming process, direct email invitations were sent to residents within 400m 

of the park, randomly selected from the City’s email databases together with notices on geo-

targeted Facebook posts.   

An online survey used to capture community input  enabled respondents to rank a selection 

of names from the Council approved Schedule of Names.  246 people responded using the 

survey with the outcome of ‘Poore’ being the most preferred name with the highest average 

ranking. Almost half of the respondents (47%) chose ‘Poore’ as one of their top three 

preferred names for the park.  

It was noted that of the people completing the survey that 39% of the respondents did not 

identify themselves as residents of the City (based on addresses provided) with 45% being 

residents of Bicton.    

 

  



Purpose of Engagement 

To engage with the community to determine the preferred name for renaming Bicton 

Substation Park in ways that are fair, transparent and can be linked to the final outcomes of 

that engagement. 

Background 

The local community in Bicton, lead by the Bicton Park Community Action group has worked 

with City for a number of years to secure the former Western Power site at 58-60 Murray 

Road, Bicton as a park in perpetuity. The local community is seeking to name the park 

unofficially described as “Bicton Park”. At the 17 March 2020 Ordinary Meeting of Council, 

the following Motion with Notice was put forward by Councillor Barton and carried 

unanimously.  

“That the CEO be requested to act immediately to expedite the process for naming the Park 

at 58-60 Murray Road, Bicton, the site purchased in 2012 from Western Power, according to 

the current Policy CP-096 and using from the current schedule of names including John 

Duffield Park or Barbara Kernot Park.”  

In Western Australia the practice of officially naming features, localities and roads is covered 

under Section 26 and 26A of the Land Administration Act 1997. The legislation is supported 

by policies and processes outlined in Landgate’s Policies and Standards for Geographic 

Naming in Western Australia (GNCPS) which provide the necessary information for official 

naming. 

Landgate’s policy states “Local Government responsible for the administering of land within 

Western Australia are required to make submissions to Landgate for any naming proposals 

for place names, features, administrative boundaries, localities or roads within their 

jurisdiction.” 

The City’s policy for official naming is outlined in Council Policy CP-096 Naming of Roads, 

Parks, Buildings and Infrastructure. 

Engagement Objectives  

Inform 

To inform the community, direct emails were sent to a random sample of City of Melville 

residents within 400m of the park inviting their participation in the engagement. The email 

contained links to a dedicated engagement page on Melville Talks with an embedded 

survey.  

The engagement page contained detailed information on the engagement process; a 

timeline and information about the proposed names (see appendix). 



Examples of the engagements methods used to inform 

 
Email sent to random sample  

 
Melville Talks Engagement Page  

Other methods used to inform 

In addition, the City advertised the engagement to the wider community via onsite signage 

and sponsored Facebook posts on the City of Melville account from 3 June to 13 June. 

 
Sponsored Facebook Post (See Appendix) 



Involve  

To involve the surrounding community by inviting them to participate in an online survey 

made available for a 21-day period. 

 

 
Online survey (See Appendix) 

Response Received 

The City of Melville sent 463 email invitations to a random sample of residents and 

ratepayers within 400m of the Bicton Sub-Station Park. 246 people responded to the online 

survey. 

In addition, the City advertised the engagement to the wider community via Facebook posts 

which reached 4,038 people and had 403 link clicks. 

 
463 

EMAILS SENT 

 

257 
OPENS 

 
133 

LINK CLICKS 

 
246 

COMPLETED SURVEYS 



1Survey Monkey resource: https://help.surveymonkey.com/articles/en_US/kb/How-do-I-
create-a-Ranking-type-question  
 

Engagement Analysis 

Quantitative Data 

The quantitative results of the online survey are listed below.  

 

A total of 246 responses have been received for this survey. 39% of the respondents are not 

residents of the City (based on addresses provided). Out of the respondents who are City of 

Melville residents, 45% are from Bicton. 

Method of Analysis – Average Ranking1 

An average ranking is calculated for each of the proposed names to determine the most 

preferred option.  

For each proposed name, weighting was applied to the number of responses received for 

each preference in reverse order (in this scenario, number of responses who have ranked 

the proposed name as their most preferred option has a weighting of 11, the second 

preference has a weighting of 10 and so on, with the last preference having a weighting of 

1). 

The formula below is then applied to calculate the average ranking, where: 

x = response count for proposed name 

w = weight or ranked position 

𝐴𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑅𝑎𝑛𝑘𝑖𝑛𝑔 𝑓𝑜𝑟 𝑒𝑎𝑐ℎ 𝑝𝑟𝑜𝑝𝑜𝑠𝑒𝑑 𝑛𝑎𝑚𝑒 =  
𝑥1𝑤1 + 𝑥2𝑤2 + ⋯ +  𝑥10𝑤10 + 𝑥11𝑤11

𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑅𝑒𝑠𝑝𝑜𝑛𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠
 

The answer choice with the largest average ranking is the most preferred choice.

Non-CoM 
Respondents, 39% 

Bicton, 28% 

Palmyra, 6% 

Melville, 5% 
Attadale, 4% 
Kardinya, 4% 

CoM 
Respondents, 61% 

Other CoM 
Suburbs,  

14% 

https://help.surveymonkey.com/articles/en_US/kb/How-do-I-create-a-Ranking-type-question
https://help.surveymonkey.com/articles/en_US/kb/How-do-I-create-a-Ranking-type-question


 

   Preference (1 = most preferred, 11 = least preferred) 

Proposed Names 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Avg Ranking 

Poore 86 18 11 14 11 16 17 12 15 25 21 7.15 

Burwood 54 26 23 26 18 20 14 14 13 9 29 7.02 

Duffield, John Hole 24 29 21 17 30 26 19 16 22 22 20 6.24 

Aberle, Ernest 20 25 25 20 31 26 17 22 19 18 23 6.17 

Kernot, Barbara 18 21 26 20 24 18 26 24 24 17 28 5.85 

Fanning 3 19 28 31 30 25 23 29 19 19 20 5.81 

Shorthouse, Wilfre Harvey 4 25 19 25 29 26 30 27 24 23 14 5.75 

Peacock, Richard 6 27 23 23 25 22 29 23 25 18 25 5.72 

Smedley, Fredrick George 9 23 24 22 19 19 30 29 28 22 21 5.62 

Cockle 18 18 22 24 17 23 24 17 28 30 25 5.62 

Gustafson, John 4 15 24 24 12 25 17 33 29 43 20 5.07 

‘Poore’ is the most preferred name with the highest average ranking. Almost half of the 

respondents (47%) chose ‘Poore’ as one of their top three preferred names for the park.  

The second most preferred name is ‘Burwood’, followed by ‘Duffield, John Hole’. 

‘Burwood’ is the most preferred name among Non-City of Melville respondents but ranked 5th 

among City of Melville respondents preferred names. 

‘Duffield, John Hole’ is City of Melville respondents second most preferred name after 

‘Poore’, but ranked 7th among Non-City of Melville respondents’ preference. 

Bicton residents’ most preferred name is ‘Aberle, Ernest’, which ranked 4th in the overall 

result. ‘Poore’ ranked 8th among Bicton respondents’ preference. 

  



 

Appendix – Engagement Materials 

Survey 

 

 
Online survey  



 

List of Names 

 

  



 

Sponsored Facebook Posts on City of Melville Facebook Page 

3 June to 13 June 2020 

 

 


