
 
 

4.00pm  Registration  

4.10pm  MC 
Dr Shayne Silcox, City of Melville Chief Executive Officer  
 
Welcome and Open  
Russell Aubrey, City of Melville Mayor  
Tony Romano, President Melville-Cockburn Chamber of Commerce  
 

 
4.20pm to 4.30pm 
 
4.35pm to 4:55pm 

 Presentation Session One 
Yaz Mubarakai MLA, Local Member for Jandakot 

 
The 2018 Budget - Growth and Prosperity Opportunties  
Alan Langford, Bankwest Chief Economist  
 

4.55pm to 5:40pm  Expo Session & Break 

 
5:40pm to 6:00pm 
 
 
6:05pm to 6:25pm 
 
 
6:30pm to 7.00pm 

 Presentation Session Two 
Robotics, AI and the Future of the Workforce 
Dr Anne Garnett, Murdoch Business School 
 
Helping Small Business to Prosper 
David Eaton, Small Business Commissioner  
 
Q& A Panel Session 
 

7.00pm to 8.00pm  Networking Session 
Drinks and Canapés on Balcony 
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Presentations 
 
Opening Presentation - 4.20pm to 4.30pm 
Yaz Mubarakai MLA Local Member for Jandakot and Small Business Owner 

Yaz Mubarakai is the first Indian-born Australian ever elected to the 
Legislative Assembly in an Australian Parliament. Winning the seat of 
Jandakot at the Western Australian State Election in 2017, Yaz represents 
almost 30,000 electors across seven suburbs in south metropolitan Perth. 

Yaz has an interest in improving integration of multicultural migrants in the 
community, in particular facilitating new ways to help small business 
migrants overcome common hurdles to succeed. 

With extensive small business experience Yaz has run businesses including Success Post Office, 
Café Royal and Majestic India restaurant. Yaz uses learnings from his decade long experience in 
franchising, licensing and establishing new businesses from scratch to advocate for better support 
and solutions to the issues and pain points felt by mum and dad small business owners.  

Prior to entering Parliament he served as local government councillor with the City of Cockburn 
from 2011 to 2015. Understanding well the traffic and congestion issues in Jandakot and the 
southern corridor, Yaz continues to advocate strongly for sustainable transport solutions that 
reduce journey times and improve safety. 

Yaz was born in Dahanu, on the outskirts of Mumbai, migrating to Perth in July 1997. Yaz and his 
wife Jeri have two children, aged 10 and 12. He comes from a family of Chickoo farmers. After 
completing a Bachelor Degree in Commerce in Mumbai, Yaz moved to Perth to pursue further 
postgraduate study. 

  

The Economic Outlook for Growth and Prosperity - 4.35pm to 4:50pm 
Alan Langford, Chief Economist Bankwest 
Alan will discuss in detail the Growth & Prosperity opportunities following the 2018 Federal & 
State Budget.  

Alan joined Bankwest from what is now the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry of Western Australia (CCIWA) in March 1989 as an economic 
research officer and was appointed economist in September 1990 - just in 
time to grapple with the recession Paul Keating said we had to have. 
 
The chief function of the role is to advise Bankwest and its clients on the 
implications of economic and financial market trends, editing of the 
Monthly Economic and Financial Market Snapshots, ad hoc economic 

updates as and when key events occur and presentations at industry seminars. 
 
He has a degree in financial management and economics from Curtin University and has a 
graduate diploma in applied corporate finance and investment from Finsia, where he is also a 
senior fellow. Alan is also a professional member of the WA branch of the Economic Society of 
Australia, the housing industry forecasting group (HIFG) and the advisory board of the School of 
Economics and Finance at Curtin University.  
 
Born and bred in Perth, Alan is married to Wendy and they have two daughters, aged 15 and 13. 
His main hobby is hiking and biking in the Darling Range since his knees demanded he retire 
from cross country. 
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Robotics, AI and the Future of the Workforce - 5:40pm to 6:00pm 
Dr Anne Garnett Murdoch Business School 
Economist Dr Anne Garnett will discuss the effects of the rapid introduction of robotics, computerisation 
and artificial intelligence on the types of jobs that are likely to be under threat, together with the overall 
impact on productivity, profitability and economic growth.  She will also compare the impact that this 
wave of technology is likely to have on the workplace with the changes that mechanisation and 
production lines brought about in previous decades.  

Anne has been researching and teaching in economics for over 25 years and is 
highly motivated by the way economics approaches problem solving.  Anne’s main 
research area is labour economics, and in particular, regional labour markets in 
Australia having published in this area and also provided advice to government 
departments on changes in regional labour markets.  
 
Anne is currently involved in research seeking to identify those likely to be most at 
risk given the changing characteristics and skills required in the workplace due to 
the increasing uptake of software programs and robotics.  
 

The significant changes in the industrial structure in Australia creating a reduction in manufacturing and 
agriculture jobs means a growth in jobs in knowledge-based and interactive (people) skills in the service 
sector is imperative.  
 
Helping Small Business to Prosper - 6:05pm to 6:25pm 
David Eaton, Small Business Commissioner Small Business Development Corporation 
David will outline the assistance available for small business through the SBDC,  the challenges faced 
by small business owners and his role as Commissioner in advocating on behalf of the sector.   

David Eaton was appointed WA’s first Small Business Commissioner and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Small Business Development Corporation (SBDC) in 
December 2011.  In this dual role, he is responsible for the day-to-day 
operations of the SBDC including its alternative dispute resolution service.  
 
The Commissioner also provides advice on policy and regulatory matters 
impacting upon the small business sector, to all tiers of government and in 
particular the Western Australian Minister for Small Business. 

  
David has extensive business management experience, beginning his career as a business owner, 
growing the company from a small clothing and textile operation in Perth to a large manufacturing 
business, wholesaling and retailing throughout Australia.   
 
Before joining the SBDC, David held senior executive positions with Australia Post, both in Western 
Australia and Victoria.  David holds a Masters in Business Administration (UWA), is a Graduate Member 
of the Australian Institute of Company Directors and a member of Curtin University‘s Advisory Council. 
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Expo Participants 2018   
 

 
 

 
The atWork Australia team works with people to find 
employment that is right for the individual and right for the 
employer. After all, the right person in the right job means 
lasting employment and transformed lives and businesses.  
 
www.atworkaustralia.com.au 

 
 

 
BlooCow Marketing is a Boutique digital marketing company 
that assists its clients to build strong reputation and reach their 
target market online. 
Get your services more exposure, turn clicks into calls and 
create loyal customers online. 
• Reputation & Video Marketing 
• SEO - Google Maps Listings, Organic and Longtail 

strategies 
• Google Adwords 
• Retargeting 
• Facebook Advanced Skills Marketing Training 

  
 https://bloocow.com 

 
 

 

Business Foundations is Australia’s largest not-for-profit specialist 
business advisory and training organization with a unique focus: we 
help owners of business starts, improve and grow their enterprise.  
 
“Our vision is to improve the lives of Australians by assisting the 
community to be more enterprising, increase economic activity and 
ultimately assist in creating employment.” 
 
Our Top Services include:  
• Business Advisory - Our professionally qualified small business 

specialists can assist you with all aspects of operating your 
business, and giving you the advice you need to achieve your 
goals. 

• Growth Owner - Our unique eight month program will take you and 
your existing business on a journey of development and 
understanding to tackle the bigger issues in your business.   

• Business Training  
  
www.businessfoundations.com.au 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.atworkaustralia.com.au/
https://bloocow.com/
http://www.businessfoundations.com.au/
http://atworkaustralia.com.au/
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The City of Melville offers a wide range of services to support 
and promote the growth and prosperity of local businesses.  
 
www.melvillecity.com.au/business 
 
 
 

 
 

Get Connected Network is an online business networking and 
marketplace tool to help SME’s expand their reach. It is based 
on the simple principle that everyone in business knows at 
least ten other people in business. 
 
Get Connected helps individuals, through effective networking, 
to lever off their  relationships, build new ones and grow their 
business. 
 
https://getconnected.network 
 
 
 

 
 

The Melville Cockburn Chamber of Commerce (MCCC) is a 
proactive organisation that strives for excellence in the 
provision of services to our constituents and in our 
engagement with the business community of the Melville 
Cockburn district and seeks to promote the interests of 
business of the Melville and Cockburn districts. 
 
www.mccc.org.au 
 
 

 
 

 

Building HR departments from ground up to successfully 
support major expansion and business goals, Maria Odlum 
has built a strong reputation as a Qualified HR 
Practitioner.  Maria helps ensure businessses are on the right 
track with employment. 
• Legislative advice, Federal and Western Australian 

workplace systems 
• 24/7 advice line on day to day employment matters 
• Contracts of employment and award interpretation 
• Policies and Procedures and development of HR 

frameworks 
• Affordable on site recruitment services. 
 
www.modlumforhr.com 
 

  

http://www.melvillecity.com.au/business
https://getconnected.network/
http://www.mccc.org.au/
http://www.modlumforhr.com/
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Murdoch School of Business and Governance is always 
looking at ways to support local business and our students. 
Our Work Integrated Learning program enables organisation 
to access additional resources for short-term projects. Our 
students often bring new perspectives and fresh ideas to your 
workplace. Through our Masters programs and flexible entry 
methods, we can also upskill you and your management team 
to ensure you can take advantage of technological and 
shifting demographics and adapt to changing market 
demands. 
 
www.murdoch.edu.au 
 

 

 
 

 
The Small Business Development Corporation is the only 
agency in the Western Australian Government dedicated to 
helping small business. Our primary role is to provide free, 
confidential advice and guidance – directly and through 
partner organisations – to small business owners at all stages 
of their business development, from start-up to succession 
planning.  
 
We also provide a broad range of business resources (in print 
and online), skills workshops, business licensing information 
and a dispute resolution service. Led by Western Australia’s 
Small Business Commissioner, our team also works at state 
and federal levels to advocate on behalf of the small business 
sector. 
 
www.smallbusiness.wa.gov.au 
 

 
 
 

Steenhof Brothers focus on providing legal services to 
businesses of all sizes in corporate, commercial disputes, 
mergers & acquisitions, property and estate law. We have the 
depth, skill and experience to provide commercial and 
litigation advice and services that rival the services of larger 
commercial law firms on a broad range of matters. 

• Commercial Leasing and Disputes;  
• Sale and Purchase of Business Agreements; 
• Contract Review; 
• Dispute Resolution; and 
• Debt Recovery 

 
www.steenhofbrothers.com.au 
 

http://www.murdoch.edu.au/
http://www.smallbusiness.wa.gov.au/
http://www.steenhofbrothers.com.au/
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Sylex Ergonomics has been designing and manufacturing top 
quality office furniture, computer furniture and office 
accessories since the 1970’s. As office technology has 
become widespread people expect a more integrated 
approach between office machines and people; they need to 
work together in a way that is comfortable, productive, and fun. 
Sylex Ergonomics has been pioneering this connection 
between people and technology for many years and we are 
pleased to show you how far we have come in offering a 
complete range of solutions which are focused on the users. 
 
We offer products such as: 

• Ergonomic Sit Stand Desking 
• Ergonomic Seating 
• Work Station Fitouts 
• Monitor Arms 
• New Spinnike for office 

 
www.sylex.com 

 

 
 
 

 
 
West Coast Radio Pty Ltd present 97.3 Coast FM & 1116am 
6mm  
 
Operating out of Mandurah with a huge audience in the Peel 
region and beyond, we offer script writing and commercial 
production, with access to a large radio audience on your 
doorstep. 
 
Radio Advertising is not as expensive as you might think: 
• Join our Listener Loyalty Program, The Coast Card. 
• Ask us about our 12 month Business Branding Program 
• Ask about our Prime Time Monthly package and dominate 

our 2 radio stations for a whole month.  
 
www.westcoastradio.com.au 
 
 

 
  

http://www.sylex.com/
http://www.westcoastradio.com.au/

