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• The 20 year vision for the City of Melville 

• The key activity centre in your local area 

• How our quiet suburbs will be retained 

• How public transport will connect us 

• Opportunities for business and jobs 



Perth is getting bigger 

Perth’s population has 
grown by 10.5 times 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perth’s geographical 
size has grown by     
13 times 
 

Perth’s Population 
1925 195,080 

2015 2,039,200 





Key issues driving change 

• Perth is changing 
– Rapidly increasing population 
– Ageing population 
– Poor sustainability outcomes 

• Perth is a sprawling city 
– Stretches 150km along the coast 
– Urban sprawl creates traffic congestion 

• State Government strategies 
– Plan for activity centres and corridors 

• Lifestyle choices people make 
– Need for a range of housing choices 
– Live close to schools, shops, transport 
– Desire for vibrancy and culture 
– Affordability 



Melville’s population is growing 

Our population is growing 

But it is not the same every year. 
Sometimes the population growth is 
very fast, sometimes slower. 

We need to be “ahead of the game” 

106,655 

2,258 



What is the future looking like? 
 
 
 
 

Melville’s population is 
growing 



 
• Indications are that Melville will keep growing 

 
• What Strategic Urban Planning is being done to 

accommodate and direct this growth? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Future Melville 



We need to align with  
State Government strategies 





To accommodate Perth’s growth to 3.5 million, each 
sub-region is given certain responsibilities 
 

• The Central Sub-region has established 
infrastructure, good accessibility and liveability, 
and an established network of centres and 
transport corridors 

 
• Melville points of difference over other Central 

Sub-region LGAs: 
 

o Proximity to key centres Perth CBD, 
Fremantle, Jandakot 

o Freeway 
o Railway access 
o Established and relatively unconstrained 

major growth centres at Murdoch, Canning 
Bridge and Booragoon 

 

Central Sub-region 
Responsibilities 



Every local government 
has housing targets to 
accommodate future 
population growth 
 

The City of Melville is in 
Perth’s Central region 

 

 
 

Broad metropolitan strategies lead 
planning in the City of Melville 

City of Melville Targets 

By 2031 11,000 new dwellings 
By 2050 18,500 new dwellings 



Centres and Corridors 

Central Sub Region 
Perth and Peel Plan: 
 

1. Activity 
Centres 

2. Corridors 
3. Station 

Precincts 
4. Industrial 

Centres 



• A range of housing types, 
whilst maintaining our suburbs 
 

• Protection of industrial and 
commercial areas from 
encroachment 

 
• Supporting public transport 

and an efficient road network 
 

• Access to jobs and services 
 
• Protection of environmental 

features 
 
• Promoting the region’s unique 

tourism opportunities  
 
 
 

Melville’s Planning Response: 
 The Local Planning Strategy 



Local Planning Strategy 
The community wants a mix of all these things 

Vibrant activity centres 

Range of transport choices 

Quieter suburban areas 

Quality parks & natural areas 





Our Local Planning Strategy 

Adoption of Local Planning 
Scheme 6 - May 2016 

Rollout of Structure Plans for 
key centres and precincts 

Willagee 



My Future Melville: 
Best Practice Planning Performance 



My Future Melville: 
Best Practice Planning Performance 

“Best Performing Council. 
Very recently adopted Local 
Planning Strategy and 
Scheme.  Very high levels of 
planning delegation and very 
good processing times.”  
 
Property Council, September 2016 
 
 
 
 
 



Willagee Structure Plan 
 

  
 

 
 

Adopted December 2013 (part of Scheme since February 2016) 



• Willagee needs rejuvenation 
• Community asked us to help 
 

 
 
 

• Housing Authority wants to redevelop 
& reduce presence  

• Federal initiatives 
• Need to develop Carawatha land in 

harmony with rest of suburb 
 

Why plan for Willagee? 



Willagee in 2013 



Strengths 
• Great location 
• High-frequency bus route 
• Laid back village feel 
• Commercial areas 
• Community facilities 
• Relatively affordable 
• Nice parks 

Weaknesses 
• Run down buildings 
• Little to no investment 
• Businesses finding it hard 
• Concerns with public housing 
• Safety at night 
• Need for more medical facilities 
• Some key sites vacant 

Opportunities 
• Chance to guide development 
• Some key sites vacant 
• Chance to guide Housing Authority 
• Future improvements to bus services 
• More trees and landscaping can help 

create a better environment  
• Chance to improve public realm: eyes 

on the street, nicer buildings 

Threats / Constraints 
• Leach Highway could get busier with 

heavy freight 
• Viability of development 
• Need to preserve suburban qualities of 

Willagee 
 
 

Willagee’s Strengths & Weaknesses in 
2013: What locals said 



Finding the right balance 

If there are no rules at all, owners can 
do anything they like with their land. 
 
This doesn’t work. 
 

If there are too many rules, compliance 
becomes the main goal of design and we 
often end up with awful buildings. 
 
This doesn’t work either. 
 

Rules need to bring a vision to life! 



Willagee Structure Plan 

A revitalised 
suburb 
4 Policy areas 
& suburban 
Willagee 
Concept plans 
for Carawatha 
site & 
Archibald Hub 
Plan specially 
commended by 
Planning 
Institute 
Australia 



Wins in the Archibald Street Hub 

New two-storey 
medical centre: 
room for 4 
doctors 
 
Another medical 
centre relocated 
 
Several new 
businesses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wins in the other centres: Bawdan Street 

Bawdan Street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wins in the other centres: Archibald East 

Small businesses opening across 
suburb! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wins: Carawatha Park 

1 new award 
winning park 
(PLA 2015 State 
Awards of 
Excellence 
“Major 
Playspace”) 
 
 
 
 
 



Wins: New Development 

New aged-
care facilities 
up and 
running 
More units 
on the way 
elsewhere 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wins: Street Parks 

13 informal verge 
parks 
 
 
 
 



Wins: locals working together 

Community-built nature play 
area at Webber Reserve 
Public parklet at Jaylea’s Café 
Roy Neal Reserve 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wins: locals working together 

Community art projects 
Kaya Lane: Youth drop-in 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wins: Carawatha site concepts  

Residential 
Mix of single residential 
cottage lots, two-storey 
townhouses & 
apartments 
Entry statement building 
on corner 
Work starts late next 
year, homes on sale 
early 2018 
Staged development 
City has control over 
outcome 
No Housing Authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



My Future Melville 
Our 20 year vision 

Thank you for your interest in 

The City’s 20 year vision for the future 
A great place to live, work and play 
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