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Duties: 
The duties completed each week are decided at the discretion of the Environmental Education Officer, Environmental 
Maintenance Coordinator and the Piney Lakes “Bush-Crew” Volunteers. 
- PRIORITY 1 WETLAND AREA WEED CONTROL (Friday volunteer priority ONLY) 
- PRIORITY 1 “LEACH HIGHWAY” AREA WEED CONTROL (Visiting volunteers priority) 
- BIDI KATITJINY ABORIGINAL WOMEN’S TRAIL UPKEEP (weeding, seedlings, mulching, raking, 

pruning) 
- NIGHTWALK TRAIL UPKEEP (Friday volunteer priority ONLY) 
- Worm-farm up-keep 
- Centre display garden weeding and upkeep (Friday and teenagers priority) 
- Changing phyto-clean footbaths in wetland (Friday volunteer priority) 
- Leach Highway Litter Removal   
- Planting and baby-sitting the seedlings throughout the reserve (guards, weeding, mulching, watering) 
 

 
 

Safety: 
- All volunteers must first attend an Introduction to Volunteering at Piney Lakes session  
- Induction on-site with the crew they will be working with and all safety aspects 
- LONG PANTS and LONG SLEEVES must be worn at all times, as well as ENCLOSED SHOES 
- Gardening gloves must be worn at all times 
- When pruning or using sheers, safety glasses must be worn 
- Always use Phyto-clean on footwear upon arrival and departure to the reserve 
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The centre garden is a haven of native plants first designed as a frog pond.  There are at least 3 species of 
ground-dwelling Crinia frogs that utilize this area (Clicking Froglet, Squelching Froglet, Quacking Frog), as well 
as native birds such as New-Holland and White-cheeked Honeyeaters and Striated Pardalotes.   
 
So, the use of pesticides and chemicals is not ideal.   
 
Garden weeding must be done by hand. 
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- Is a pathogenic MOULD that kills the root systems of plants 
- Can infect 40% of the species of native flora in Western Australia 
- Is water-borne in it’s spread 

Can be controlled by ensuring all tools are washed/ rinsed and the soles of shoes are disinfected using  
PHYTOCLEAN (or another approved anti-bacterial agen t) when entering or leaving a bushland area 
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Eradication of weeds…. 
- Reduces fuel loading for fires 
- Encourages native flora to develop in natural areas without competition for soil nutrients, space and water 
- Promotes the increase in biodiversity 
- Reduces the risk of monocultures forming (eg: the invasion of the tea tree colonies!) 
 
The target weed species in Piney Lakes Reserve are… 
- Victorian Tea Tree – Leptospermum laevigatum 
- Perennial Veldt Grass – Ertharta calcina 
- Pelargonium and Geranium – Palergonium capitatum 
- Pig Face – Carpobrotus edulis 
- Pink Gladioli – Gladiolus caryophyllaceus 
 
Disposal… 
- All weeds removed from the ground are to be placed in large disposable pink bags for transport to the 

depot 
- Large plants (eg: tea trees, heavy pig-face) are to be left in a pile for City of Melville staff to pick-up 



 

 
Victorian Tea Tree – Leptospermum laevigatum 

 
Is an invasive plant that can grow to large sizes, forming “monocultures” of populations. 
 

 
 
Removal of Small Plants  
 
Pull out very gently by hand, so as not to break at the root. 
 
Large plants will need to be removed by City of Melville staff or by using loppers, if of a manageable size.  The 
loppers must be used to cut the plant at GROUND LEVEL, ensuring your remove all shoots. 
 

              



 

 
Perennial Veldt Grass – Ertharta calcina 

 
Is a highly invasive plant from South Africa which will grow in close proximity to native grasses and are difficult 
to uproot without causing soil disturbance.  It seeds prolifically after winter rains. 
 
Removal of Plant 
 
For grasses surrounding a seedling, pull out by hand, ensuring you remove all roots.   
 
Target those that have NOT already seeded so as to minimize soil disturbance and to target those that have not had the 
chance to spread and germinate. 
 
 

A large clump of Veldt Grass 
For large clumps of grasses, it is best 
to cut them off at the root/ground level 
with a KNIFE so as not to cause soil 

disturbance. 

Ensure you correctly identify the grass 
by the purple colourings on the joins of 

the blades. 

   
 

DO NOT MISTAKE FOR NATIVE PLANTS 
Eg: Dianella 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Pelargonium – Palergonium capitatum 

 
Some people may recognize this as a Geranium.  This often “escapes” from local gardens and is a common 
disturbance to Banksia Woodlands (such as Piney Lakes Reserve). 
 

 
Note the distinctive crumpled, hairy leaves with soft foliage 

and a distinct aroma. 
Pelargonium and veldt grass having a party together. 

  
 
 
Removal of Plant 
 

Pull out very gently by hand – don’t break the root! 
 

 
 

Broken root! 



 

 
Pig Face – Carpobrotus edulis 

 
This is an introduced succulent plant from southern Africa which has adapted very well to living in western 
Australian soils. 
 
Removal of Plant 
Pull plant out on a diagonal angle (upwards) from the ground using your hands.   
 
Ensure you pull carefully to remove all roots. 
 

 
Small Pig-face plant 

 
 

 
 

Roots of pig-face plant can extend up to 1.5m away from the foliage and in many directions. 



 

 
 

Pink Gladioli – Gladiolus caryophyllaceus 
 
This is a prolific bulbous flower, originally introduced as a garden plant. 
 
Removal of Plant 
This plant must be DUG out using a trowel.  This is to ensure the cormels are not redistributed, risking the 
spread and germination of up to 20 other plants.  
 

 
Removal of Gladioli, collecting all cormels at the top of the bulb. 

 
 
Non-flowering Gladioli.  Identify by the spiraling of the 
stems and the purple vein on the outer edge of leaf. 

Flowering Gladioli 

  
 


