Frequently Asked Questions

What is Phytophthora Dieback?

Phytopthora dieback refers to the deadly introduced plant disease caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi.  There are over 50 species of Phytophthora, but the species that causes the most severe and widespread damage to native plants in Western Australia is P. cinnamomi. 

Phytopthora dieback spends its entire life in the soil and plant tissue. It casuse root rot in susceptible plants, thereby limiting or stopping the uptake of water and nutrients. The pathogen is able to survive within plant roots during the try soil conditions commonly experienced during the summer months. 

Where is Phytophthora dieback?
Phytophthora dieback is common throughout the whole of Southern Australia. In the south-west of WA it is found in areas revceiving more than 400mm annual rainfall between Jurien and east of Esperance.  Phytophthora dieback is found all around the Perth metropolitan area. In particular, the Banksia woodlands in the southern and northern suburbs of Perth, and the Jarrah forest in the eastern metropolitan area are highly infested with the disease. 

How does Phytophthora dieback spread?

In sloping areas Phytopthora dieback spreads quickly in surface and sub-surface water flows. It spreads slower up-slope and on flat ground (approximately 1m per year) because it is restricted to movement by root-to-root contact. 

However it is human activity that causes the most significant, rapid and widespread distribution of this pathogen. Road construction, earth moving, driving infested vehicles on bush roads and stock movement can all contribute significantly to the spread of Phytophthora dieback.  Bush restoration projects may also in advertently spread the pathogen. 

Which plants does the pathogen kill?
Over 40% of native WA plant species are susceptible to Phytophthora dieback. Some of the regions more common plants are susceptible, including jarrah, banksias, grasstrees and zamia palms. Over 50% of WA’s rare or endangered flora species are susceptible. 

