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INTRODUCTION 
 
This Management plan addresses the ongoing ecological restoration of Robert Weir Park and 
Peter Ellis Park in Leeming, which are bushland park remnants joined by a corridor of native 
vegetation and a series of recreation facilities and walk paths.  The parks have very similar 
management issues, both being located on the same soil type, with similar vegetation communities 
and both are subject to similar social problems. 
 
However, there are some distinct differences between the parks, such as resilience to vegetation 
damage, signage, public treatment and identity, which need to be considered.  Therefore, for the 
purposes of this plan and for long-term management, the parks have been combined into one (1) 
management plan.  
 
The first section of this plan outlines the general conditions of the two (2) parks, including their 
history, soil types and landforms.  The plan then breaks into two (2) sections, used to differentiate 
the exact features of the individual parks.  The implementation section of the plan is broken also 
into two (2) plans - to outline the specific requirements for managing each park.  
 
OVERALL OBJECTIVES STATEMENT 
 
The purpose of this management plan is to improve the ecological integrity and promote the 
conservation value of the existing vegetation at Peter Ellis and Robert Weir Park, Leeming, while 
providing opportunity for local residents to undertake appropriate recreational activities, which do 
not impact negatively on the other purposes of the two (2) parks.  In doing so, this management 
strategy will simultaneously increase the level of community awareness and participation, by 
encouraging local residents to care for and gain 'ownership' of these areas.  
 
The main objectives of this plan are therefore: 
 
Objectives 
 
• Outline history of both parks and review previous management plans for these parks. 
• Briefly highlight local issues associated with the management of the two (2) areas for 

resolution and appropriate action insofar as this environmental plan is able.  
• Overview public use and recreation sympathetic with long-term ecological conservation. 
• Undertake ongoing restoration of ecological function of both parks.  
• Conservation and protection of all flora and fauna in the park, including declared rare flora.  
• Set reasonable and achievable goals for the capital and operational budgets for a period of 

five (5) years.  
 
RESOURCE INVENTORY 
 
City of Melville Policy 
 
Strategic planning guidelines for the City of Melville include the “Green Plan” and “Vision 4 - To 
recognise and define the presence of natural areas requiring special care and preserving them to 
their original state for the pleasure of present and future generations” (Strategic Plan, Corporate 
Services 2002) 
 
The Corporate Vision 4 Programme has two (2) strategic and deployment objectives, as listed 
below.  
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Strategic Objective Deployment Objective 

Restoration and preservation 
To restore and park natural areas for the 
pleasure of present and future 
generations 

Management Plans 
Develop and implement management plans that help 
restore and park natural assets in the City of Melville 

Sustainability  
To achieve an environmentally 
sustainable City 

Sustainable business practices 
Use ecologically and environmentally sustainable 
practices in our business. 

 Education and information 
Support the conservation of natural resources by 
educating and informing the community on 
environmental issues 

 
Additionally, the City of Melville has several policies and programmes directly relating to the 
environmental management of vegetation within the locality.  Those relating to Robert Weir and 
Peter Ellis Park are: 
 
• Environmental Policy T5 
• Parks and Parks (Tree Protection) Policy No.9, City of Melville 
• Trees Policy No.9, City of Melville 
• City of Melville Bushfire Management Strategy, 1995 
• Green Plan for the City of Melville, Volume 1-2, Alan Tingay and Associates, 1998 
 
The City of Melville has commissioned a Green Plan (Tingay, 1998), which provides a strategy for 
bushland conservation and management, amenity and enhancement.  It defines in broad terms the 
approach to the greening requirements of bushland and parkland among other Council and non-
Council owned land.  
 
The Green Plan is definitely applicable to smaller bushland and recreational parks precisely 
typified by both Peter Ellis and Robert Weir Park.  
 
The City of Melville Strategic Vision (2002) policies and programmes provide for the Management 
recommendations and decisions considered in this draft plan of management for the two (2) parks.  
Bush Forever fulfils the Western Australian Government's commitment to prepare a strategic plan 
for the conservation of bushland on the Swan Coastal Plain portion of the Perth Metropolitan 
Region, as identified in the Urban Bushland Strategy (Government of Western Australia 1995).  It 
also substantially meets the Government's commitments to the 1996 National Strategy for the 
Conservation of Australia's Biodiversity, signed by the heads of Government, in that it seeks to 
establish a representative system of protected areas. 
 
The theme of Bush Forever is “Keeping the Bush in the City,” which illustrates its Principal focus. 
 
SIZE, LAND TENURE, BOUNDARIES 
 
Robert Weir Park and Peter Ellis Park are located in the City of Melville suburb of Leeming, which 
was created in the early 1970,’s as a suburb named after George W Leeming, a surveyor and 
farmer with the City of Melville who planned the location of early development in the area.  Details 
on the individual park names and history are outlined as part of the individual parks.  Robert Weir 
Park was named after a farmer and councillor with the City of Melville in the 1920’s.  
 
CLIMATE, SOILS, GEOLOGY 
 
The bushland remnants of Peter Ellis and Robert Weir Park are situated in the metropolitan suburb 
of Leeming, just south of Perth City, where the climate is Mediterranean.  The environment is 
therefore dominated by short, wet winters of cool temperature, averaging between 12-24 degrees 
Celsius and long, dry hot summers, averaging between 18-38 degrees Celsius, (Bureau of 
Meteorology, 2005).   
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Perth rainfall averages around 800mm/year, mainly falling in the three (3) months of winter and into 
early spring.  The remainder of the year the weather is dry and hot with strong westerly coastal 
winds.  
 
The two parks are situated on the Bassendean Dune System, central and south, which is 
characteristically grey sand which becomes yellow at depth, and is a fine-medium grained quartz of 
eolian origin (Seddon 1972, Greenplan Revegetation Map 6).  The excessive permeability of this 
sand leads to a characteristic lack of drainage channels but the dunes lie over an almost 
impermeable organic hard pan, which is close to the surface in many of the interdunal depressions.  
So, while the sand ridges are excessively drained, the swales become saturated with water, 
creating seasonally inundated basins (Semenuik, 1988).  This may explain as to how, on occasion, 
parts of the Parks may be inundated with water for some periods in winter.  

 
The local native vegetation associations in the two (2) parks are therefore intrinsically linked with 
these climatic features.  
 
HISTORY 
 
The traditional inhabitants of the Melville area were the Beeliar people.  Up until the early twentieth 
century, the Beeliar people moved regularly through parts of Melville and had close associations 
with both the Swan and Canning Rivers and nearby wetlands as places of refuge and good 
sources of food and fresh water.  It is likely that the bushland areas around Robert Weir and Peter 
Ellis Park would have been used as part of the Beeliar way of life for many years prior to the late 
1800’s.  
 
Since European settlement early last century, the land around Leeming and Robert Weir Park was 
bought and exchanged hands a number of times before pockets were cleared for farming and 
market gardens.  The land was left as relatively uncleared bushland until the late 1960s when the 
City of Melville created the suburb of Leeming.  The suburb took twenty (20) to thirty (30) years to 
develop with most bushland clearing and housing development taking place in the late 1970’s and 
1980’s.  
 
DEVELOPMENT AND IMPACTS 
 
Various local developments adjacent to the two (2) parks have also affected the bushland 
condition.  The Leeming Senior High School was built in 1985 (pers comm. Leeming SHS) and 
various areas of bushland adjacent to the school was cleared for ovals and buildings, however a 
buffer of bushland was left to remain between the school and roads.  Whilst this won awards, for 
good design in the 1980’s, this activity served to help fragment the bushland further and spread 
more weeds.  
 
The Leeming Recreation Centre was jointly funded by the City of Melville, the Western Australian 
Education Department and the Western Australian Department for Sport and Recreation in 1988.  
The Centre, whilst catering for a wide variety of activities for local citizens cleared additional 
bushland in the area and fragmented vegetation during the development of the car park.  
 
In 2004, the Council endorsed the skate park and this affected the bushland in the area by utilising 
a small but ecologically intact piece of bushland adjacent to the Leeming Recreation Centre.  This 
area of grass trees, Jarrah and Nuytsia floribunda (WA Christmas Tree) was cleared for the skate 
park in early 2005.  In order to minimise the impact to the local flora, the City of Melville arranged 
for several of the larger species of native vegetation, including a number of grass trees, which 
could be salvaged, to be relocated to adjacent areas of bushland.  
 
Unfortunately the impacts of large scale development in the area has probably encouraged the 
spread of soil born pathogens such as Phytophthora cinnamomii, which is present in both parks 
and throughout the school and recreation grounds.  
 



 7

SOCIAL HISTORY/FRIENDS GROUP 
 
The location of each park to recreation facilities, ovals, schools and play equipment means the 
bushland area is regularly utilised for both passive and more active recreational pursuits.  Seats 
and other such infrastructure can further enhance these activities and encourage users to enjoy 
the area in the future.  
 
Voluntary groups have always been involved in supporting the City of Melville with the 
management of the park.  This originated when the Leeming Lions Club offered assistance with 
ongoing management of the park in return for signage indicating the Lion’s Club’s association.  The 
Leeming Lion’s Park sign is still located in Robert Weir Park facing Ramsdale Loop.  The Lions 
used funding to but playground equipment for community use.  The City of Melville has since 
replaced this equipment with newer plastic materials as part of the continued management of the 
recreational facilities in the area.  The Lions Club has not contributed in recent years, however will 
be invited to comment or become involved in future activities through Friends Group activities in 
the area.  
 
The Friends group “Greening Leeming”, formed in 1995 with the specific aims of conserving bush 
parks in the area.  The group undertakes regular activities in the bushland in Robert Weir, including 
revegetation, plant identification, weeding and herbarium formation.  The group has been 
registered with the Urban Bushland Council and works in conjunction with City of Melville staff.  In 
1998, the group instigated and wrote the first management plan for Robert Weir, which was 
endorsed by the Council and was implemented over time.  Outstanding issues still of relevance to 
the City of Melville environmental ethos and within the capabilities of the environmental section of 
Melville shall be incorporated in to this new management plan.  
 
Social concerns for Robert Weir and Peter Ellis, Leeming have been a key concern for nearby 
residents for a number of years, and specifically for the Greening Leeming group.  The original 
management plan for Robert Weir did try to address some social issues such as lighting, 
vandalism, arson, truancy from nearby schools including Leeming Senior High School, rubbish 
dumping and drug taking.  Since the management plan was implemented by the environmental 
section of City of Melville, some of these issues have been found to be outside the scope of 
business and have therefore not been addressed to their full capacity.  These activities have 
continued over time and have impacted significantly on the health of the remaining vegetation in 
the bushland.  
 
In 2004 residents of Greening Leeming wrote a letter outlining their ongoing concern over the 
social problems associated with Peter Ellis and Robert Weir Parks, both from a social concern and 
from the continued degradation of the bushland in the area.   
 
As a result of the letter and petition by Greening Leeming and residents, the City of Melville held a 
public meeting in conjunction with residents, the police, and members of Leeming Senior High 
School. The issues and outcomes of this meeting are attached in Appendix One (1).  The City of 
Melville’s environmental section has agreed to undertake, where possible, resolutions to this action 
plan which relate directly to the environmental management of the bushland areas in both Robert 
Weir and Peter Ellis Parks.  Where issues can be addressed through environmental action and or 
in conjunction with Greening Leeming residents, these issues shall be outlined within this new 
management plan. It is also recognised that we need to address the social behavioural issues that 
these areas can experience and therefore need to take a more holistic approach to our 
management of the reserve by incorporating the principles and recommendations from the 
Community Safety and Crime Prevention Strategy 2005-2008.  For example; 3.4.ii  To build 
community capacity through the use of neighbourhood level programs. 
 
The objective of this management plan is to recommend strategies that address the natural 
resource issues in the parks.  Issues, which will not be addressed in this plan, are those that 
cannot be implemented by environmental staff and are therefore beyond the scope of this 
management plan.  Therefore, a strategy will need to be developed and implemented by the City of 
Melville’s Development and Neighbourhood Amenity Officers to address antisocial behaviours in 
these two parks.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Vegetation Protection 
 
• Track rationalisation - Minimise access to very good bushland through rationalising tracks 

over time and closing unnecessary ones.  
• Use strategic planting of dense vegetation to deter visitors from accessing areas of bushland 

for shortcuts. Revegetation signage can support this.  
 

Flora 
 
• Re-survey the bushland at Robert Weir and Peter Ellis and produce accurate floral lists for 

the area.  This information can be used for comparing and contrasting re-vegetation success 
in the future.  

• Protect good bushland areas within Robert Weir Park by controlling weeds.  This will protect 
the Grand Spider Orchid in the area.  

 
Weed Management 
 
• Produce weed maps for the area, review over time to see outcomes of management strategy.  
• Develop a management strategy for reducing weeds over time in the second half of this plan.  
• Control weeds through spraying and or hand removal with minimal disturbance as per the 

management strategy.  
• Consider replanting in degraded areas following weed removal over time.  
 
Dieback 
 
• Undertake a dieback survey in Robert Weir Park and treat unaffected areas of the vegetation 

regularly to protect vegetation.  
 
Fauna Management 
 
• Actively restore habitat logs and mulch to bushland where lacking to encourage native fauna.  
• Educate local residents with signage on appropriate control for dogs and cats in the area.  
• Undertake a survey for fox and rabbit activity in the park when restoration activities are being 

undertaken.  
• Install nest boxes into appropriate trees and regularly monitor 
 
Fire 
• Mow or spray grassy weeds in late spring to minimise fire.  
• Create, in conjunction with FESA, a fire map and strategy for Robert Weir and Peter Ellis 

Park.  
• Educate locals by providing regular information concerning fires and how to prevent fires in 

late spring each year.  
 

Degraded Areas 
 
• Target weed reduction in degraded areas.  
• Remove woody waste and rubbish piles regularly.  
• Reduce unauthorised access using signage and education information at Recreation Centre 

and school.  
• Re-vegetate in degraded areas with appropriate species.  
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Education 
 
• Improve bushland identity by targeting local residents to help improve the bushland adjacent 

to their property through planting events.  
• Educate local residents on bushland values, perhaps through signage, newsletters etc.  

 
Signage and Promotion 
 
• Create a Robert Weir and Peter Ellis logo, to unify the parks.  Use this logo on all new 

signage in the area.  
• Create clear directional signage and maps of the park to help streamline access and increase 

public perception that the park is maintained and valued.  
• Rationalise paths and path surfaces over time to ensure the park is linked in a uniform 

manner.  
• Consider providing Greening Leeming with a signage shelter in a visible part of the park to 

promote positive activities and future community support. 
• Provide a vandal proof bin near the playground for community use.  Ensure this will be 

cleaned regularly by City of Melville.  
 
BUSHLAND MANAGEMENT – ROBERT WEIR PARK 
 
Robert Weir Park: 
 
Robert Weir Park is approximately 2.7 hectares and is located on the top section of the map below 
and is bounded by Ramsdale Loop and Stedman Parkway and the Leeming Recreation Centre car 
park.  The park is registered as park number 37527 and is zoned ‘public open space’.  North of this 
park is more native bushland managed by the City of Melville, Peter Bosci Park, which is separated 
from the Park by several residential streets.  To the north east of Robert Weir lies a Leeming 
Senior High School ground, which also has an extensive bushland area.  
 
The area therefore has considerable scope for providing opportunities for green links and for native 
flora and fauna to utilise the bushland for habitat.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aerial view taken in 2004, of Robert Weir Park.  To the south is Leeming Recreation Centre, to the 
east, Leeming Senior High School.  
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Robert Weir Park was named after Robert Edgar Weir, who owned part of the area around this 
park when it was originally farmland.  Mr Weir served on the Melville Roads Board for a time.  For 
more details, see previous management plan, (Robert Weir Management Plan, 1998- 2002), City 
of Melville.  The bushland area was gazetted a park on 4 June 1984 as public open space.  Since 
this time, the City of Melville‘s environmental team has managed the area.  The park, 
predominately Banksia and Jarrah woodland, has undergone considerable degradation since the 
park was formed through unauthorised activities, including access, track formation, deliberately lit 
fires, weed spread and general rubbish dumping.  
 
Vegetation 
 
The vegetation communities at Robert Weir Park are associated with the Bassendean sand soils 
and consist of overstory of Melaleuca preissiana, Allocasuarina fraseriana, Banksia grandis, B 
attenuata and B menziesii.  The understorey is dense clumps of Dasypogon bromeliifolius, 
Lomandra preissii and Xanthorrhoea preissii.  The vegetation condition in this park varies 
considerably depending on outside influences.  It appears that in the northern corner where the 
park is dense and the bushland is bollarded off from large amounts of traffic, the bushland is still in 
very good condition, containing most of its original floral integrity.  The bushland does appear to be 
functioning as an ecosystem, as there are little weeds in this area and the understorey has a rich 
dense layer of mulch.  This mulch has appeared to help suppress weed spread and soil erosion.  
Despite its small size and fragmentation, the park has a surprisingly large number of local herbs, 
including a number of orchid species.  These should be protected against physical disturbance as 
much as possible.  

 
The bushland in the main section of Robert Weir is in good- very good condition. The low bollard 
fence in this photo has helped deter unwanted access.  
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Overall, the vegetation in this part of the park appears resilient and with protection should remain 
intact.  It is clear the bollarded path edges and formal paths allow for most traffic to stay on the 
existing paths, and in this area, whilst small informal paths do exist, these paths are not well used 
and have had minimal impact on the bushland through spreading weeds and or damaging 
vegetation.  Blocking these paths off and rehabilitating them through small signs and native plants 
will help to reduce the size of these paths.  The protection of these good-very good bushland areas 
is the most important aspect of this management plan.  The implementation of this management 
plan should aim to protect this area from becoming further degraded over time.  
 
Members of Greening Leeming undertook a comprehensive flora list for Robert Weir and Peter 
Ellis Park in 1997.  This list has been included in Appendix One (1).  The flora of the park has not 
been formally surveyed since this time, and should be undertaken within the first year of 
implementation of this management plan.  This data should be formulated in conjunction with 
bushland condition and community maps, which are being produced by the City of Melville for all 
Priority One (1) bushland Parks in 2005.  These maps will allow for interpretation of rehabilitation 
strategies over the course of this management plan.  
 
Vegetation Protection Strategies-  
 
• Track rationalisation- Minimise access to very good bushland through rationalising tracks 

over time and closing unnecessary ones.  
• Use strategic planting of dense vegetation to deter visitors from accessing areas of bushland 

for shortcuts. Revegetation signage can support this.  
 
Rare Flora 
 
In 2004, a small natural population of the grand Spider 
Orchid, Caladenia hueglii, was found in Robert Weir Park by 
Greening Leeming, and confirmed by the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management (CALM).  The Grand 
Spider Orchid is an endangered plant, and its conservation 
status is declared rare.  
 
This orchid is protected under both State and Federal 
protection.  The exact location of the Spider Orchid is known 
to only a few people, to protect it.  The protection of this species falls outside of the scope of this 
management plan, however, continued protection of bushland values within Melville should not 
adversely affect this species and its continued survival in the area.  The presence of this orchid 
species in Robert Weir could be used to help promote the bushland values of the park in the future.  
 
Flora Strategies 
 
• Re-survey the bushland at Robert Weir and Peter Ellis and produce accurate floral lists for 

the area.  This information can be used for comparing and contrasting revegetation success 
in the future.  

• Protect good bushland areas within Robert Weir Park by controlling weeds. This will protect 
the Grand Spider Orchid in the area.  

 
Weed Management  
 
Weeds in the good-very good area of Robert Weir Park are minimal, due to the bushland being 
resilient enough to respond positively to small areas of damage and for the clumping local plants 
such as Lomandra and Dasypogon to effectively smother the ground and deter weeds from 
entering.   
 
There are some small isolated areas of weed infestations, mainly weed species in these areas are 
annual and perennial veldt grass (Erharta calcina, Erharta longiflora), Wall fumitory- (Fumaria 
capreolata) and patches of rose pelargonium (Pelargonium capitatum).  These areas appear to 
have become weedy because they have been used as access through to houses or to other 
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tracks.  The fumitory and annual grasses should be dealt with as soon as possible to prevent the 
weeds from moving into better bushland areas, however reducing access by tree planting and or 

signage can help to prevent 
the problem from continuing 
in the future. 
 
It appears in recent times 
that residents have 
undertaken planting non-
native tree species such as 
Acacia longifolia and 
Eucalyptus species in an 
attempt to beautify the 
reserve.  These woody 
weeds will require removal 
before they impact on native 
vegetation or spread.  
Education activities 
informing residents of the 
native flora may help reduce 
this activity.  
 

A weed map for this park is being finalised in 2005 by the City of Melville.  This map will be added 
to this management plan and used to develop management strategies over time for systematically 
reducing weeds in Robert Weir Park.  This will be incorporated into the second implementation 
phase of this plan.  
 
Strategies 
 
• Produce weed maps for the area, review over time to see outcomes of management 

strategy.  
• Develop a management strategy for reducing weeds over time in the second half of 

this plan.  
• Control weeds through spraying and or hand removal with minimal disturbance as per 

the management strategy.  
• Consider replanting in degraded areas following weed removal over time.  
• Remove woody weeds from the bushland and educate the community on the negative 

impacts of these species in native bushland.  
 
Dieback Management 
 
The previous management plan alluded to the presence of dieback in Robert Weir Park but no 
maps were provided on the infestation line or if the area has been formally mapped in the past.  It 
is clear on a visit to the park that Banksia and Jarrah species have been declining in parts of the 
park; however, it does not appear to be particularly in this northern section of Robert Weir.  
 
As a preventative measure, dieback must be formally mapped in the area and susceptible species 
continue to be phosphite treated on a regular basis to ensure that the infestation does not spread 
into this area of relatively good bushland.  Once the line of infection is determined, access could be 
limited through signage and the area could be treated regularly to prevent the disease from 
spreading further into the relatively good condition bushland.  
 
Strategy: 
 
Undertake a dieback survey in Robert Weir Park and treat unaffected areas of the vegetation 
regularly to protect vegetation.  
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Fauna 
 
Although no formal survey of the terrestrial fauna has been undertaken in this park to date, the 
fauna in Robert Weir Park is typical of an urban bushland park.  From observations, the park has a 
considerable number of invertebrate life, which in turn would encourage larger reptiles such as 
lizards, bobtails and some snakes.  Protection of habitat logs, leaf litter and mulch in the park will 
help to encourage these animals to live and breed in the area long term.  Reducing weeds and 
replanting a diverse understorey and overstory of local native flora will help provide food and 
breeding environments of all fauna in the park.  
 
Although no formal survey has been undertaken of this particular Park, bird surveys from nearby 
bushland areas such as Richard Lewis Park and Harry Sandon Park, which are similar in size and 
vegetation cover, reveal that the area has a large number of urbanised bird species which move 
through the landscape to surrounding bushland parks.  These medium sized birds, such as 
honeyeaters, wattlebirds, magpie larks and magpies can regularly be seen visiting Robert Weir 
Park and some of the landscaped areas around the car park at Leeming Recreation Centre.  
These landscaped areas have non-endemic natives in the area and these do seem to help attract 
nectar-feeding birds to the area.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Because the area is so fragmented, the use of local endemic plants in future car park and 
landscaping activities in and around Robert Weir Park will help to encourage birds to the area.  
Using these iconic local bird species for education and recreation activities can help to raise the 
profile of the bushland area as important habitat for local species.  
 
Bird Boxes 
 
In 2001, bird boxes were installed into several non-endemic trees in Robert Weir, adjacent to the 
play equipment.  These boxes were small parrot boxes located in some large eastern states 
Eucalyptus in the area.  The boxes unfortunately were overridden by some nuisance pink and grey 
galahs which damaged both the tree and the boxes attempting to breed in the area.  These birds 
were also very noisy and the boxes were removed in 2003 because of complaints by local 
residents.   
 
However, the idea of using bird boxes in bushland park to promote local birds to breed in the area 
has been highly successful in other parks in Melville, and should not be discouraged in this park.  
The City of Melville aims to reinstall some new boxes to the area for different birds other than large 
galahs or parrots, and locate them in native vegetation to encourage use by local birds.  Ongoing 
maintenance will ensure the boxes are successful in encouraging local birds in the area.  
 

Wattlebird feeding on non-local Eucalypt in 
the car park at Leeming Recreation 
Centre. 
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Mammals 
 
It is unlikely there are any mammalian fauna in the area.  Over time, the proximity of roads, feral 
animals such as dogs and cats, and the fragmentation of bushland through urbanisation has 
reduced the local mammalian fauna in the area considerably.  Feral mammals in the area include 
dogs, cats, foxes and rabbits.  The impacts of these animals in the area are difficult to determine, 
however it is well known that both cats and dogs do prey on local native animals in bushland and 
upset breeding activities.  These animals should be controlled in the park at all times wherever 
possible.  To help achieve this, all owners should be encouraged to keep cats indoors at night and 
wear bells and reflective collars.  Dog walkers should be encouraged to control dogs on leads at all 
times when visiting the park.  Dog bins and appropriate signage should be utilised in the park over 
time.  
 
Foxes are common in urban areas within the City of Melville and are likely to be found moving 
through Robert Weir Park.  The impact of these animals in this park are not well known, however 
should evidence of their presence, such as dead animals, scats, warrens or prints be found, City of 
Melville should immediately undertake appropriate eradication activities. 
 
Rabbits are present in the park, and probably utilise nearby grass parks to feed at night in the area.  
Rabbits pose problems in urban parks through eating native vegetation and revegetation efforts.  
Should rabbits become a considerable hindrance to replanting programmes in Robert Weir, City of 
Melville should undertake an eradication programme.  
 
Strategies: 
• Actively restore habitat logs and mulch to bushland where lacking to encourage native 

fauna.  
• Educate local residents with signage on appropriate control for dogs and cats in the 

area.  
• Undertake a survey for fox and rabbit activity in the park when restoration activities 

are being undertaken. 
• Install nest boxes into appropriate trees and regularly monitor.  

 
Fire 
 
As mentioned above, the bushland at Robert Weir has been subject to a number of adverse 
activities, which have greatly affected the vegetation condition and health.  Unfortunately, the area 
has been regularly burnt and therefore in places is inundated with grassy weeds, which are highly 
flammable.  These areas should either be rehabilitated in the long term or be slashed/mowed prior 
to summer to prevent grass fire.  Since most fires in the area have been deliberately lit, local 
residents should be educated on fire minimisation strategies through newsletters each year.  
Information should be mailed to residents to encourage them to be aware of where their children 
are and ways to minimise fire risk to property.  Other comments with relation to fire management 
are covered in the public meeting notes in Appendix 1.  
 
Fire Access 
 
FESA undertake fire management in all bushland parks in the City of Melville.  Parks need to be 
accessible for emergency response at all times.  Given the proximity to the schools and recreation 
centre, a fire strategy and map should be produced for the park in conjunction with City of Melville 
staff and FESA.  Access should be limited to wide established paths and or from nearby suburban 
streets, to minimise dieback spread.  
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Strategies 
 
• Mow or spray grassy weeds in late spring to minimise fire.  
• Create, in conjunction with FESA, a fire map and strategy for Robert Weir and Peter 

Ellis Park.  
• Educate locals with regular information about fire and how to prevent it in late spring 

each year.  
 
Degraded Areas/Human Impact 
 
The area of Robert Weir bushland located close to the Leeming Senior High School and the City of 
Melville Leeming Recreation Centre and residential houses, appears to be more degraded than the 
northern section of the park.  The bushland in these areas is much narrower in size, a factor which 
has perhaps helped to spread weeds from paths and nearby residences.  The vegetation is 
considerably more open and appears to contain more instances of rubbish dumping, unauthorised 
access and influences of fire and dieback.  All of these factors have been caused by social aspects 

of bushland management being 
impacted upon by users in and 
around the area.  The management 
of the degraded area of Robert 
Weir needs to be addressed in a 
different manner to the good- very 
good condition area to the north, as 
this bushland is less resilient. 
 
Active management strategies such 
as signage, education activities, 
and perhaps fencing must be 
employed in the near future to 
prevent access to the degraded 
areas of the park, which 
encourages weeds and dieback 
spread.  Long term, this area needs 
to be physically improved through 
rehabilitation and replanting 

programmes and active weed management to encourage the bushland to recover over time.  A 
multi-disciplinary approach to solving these problems will help to combat these impacts.  
 
Reducing social problems through signage, education and liaison with appropriate law 
enforcement agencies and through the school can help the social aspects of this bushland 
damage.  The environmental section of Melville can undertake restoration activities to repair the 
bushland, protect against further dieback infestations and to remove materials which are both 
flammable and a source of weeds and rubbish.  A rehabilitation programme should be 
implemented on a yearly basis to target weed control and active revegetation in this area, as it is 
unlikely the bushland would be able to revegetate itself with the volume of weeds and disturbance 
evident in this area.  These activities will be outlined on a yearly basis in the implementation phase 
of this plan.  
 
Strategies in degraded areas 
 
• Target weed reduction in degraded areas.  
• Remove woody waste and rubbish piles regularly.  
• Reduce unauthorised access using signage and education information at Rec centre 

and school.  
• Revegetate in degraded areas with appropriate species.  
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Building Sustainable Community Relationships 
 
Community use at Robert Weir is varied and predominantly involves utilising existing paths for 
accessing the facilities scattered randomly in and around the bushland remnants.  The park 
therefore is impacted significantly through being used as a thoroughfare for activities, which are not 
bushland related.  This unfortunately means the park suffers from a lack of identity, and the 
bushland is not valued for its own intrinsic bushland value.  Considerable unauthorised recreation 
over time has resulted in further damage to the bushland, which then becomes a spiralling problem 
leading to more damage, and less community respect for the area.  
 
This circular problem must be counteracted through a targeted marketing programme to improve 
the perception of the area and to protect the bushland over time.  When local residents become 

ambassadors for the bushland, then damage is 
reduced over time and the values of the area are 
greatly improved.  Local residents should be targeted 
initially as they are contributing to localised damage in 
the areas radiating out from houses to formal paths. 
(See photo adjacent).  
 
Rehabilitation and education events targeting these 
locals can help to improve the immediate perception of 
the area.  Promoting passive recreation activities in the 
area is also a positive way in which the bushland 
values can be boosted.   
 
Dog walking, photography, bushland contemplation 
should be encouraged, but implementation of these 
activities again must be coupled with education and 
protection against vandalism and antisocial behaviour.  
Actively working to improve aesthetics and the park’s 
identity should help to ensure the process of restoration 
in Robert Weir begins.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Strategies 
 
• Improve bushland identity by targeting local residents to help improve the bushland 

adjacent to their property through planting events.  
• Educate local residents on bushland values, perhaps through signage, newsletters or 

activities in the bushland area.  
 
Education and Aesthetics 
 
As mentioned previously, the public profile of this park is relatively low.  The park is fragmented 
and bushland is surrounded by roads, buildings, schools and other infrastructure, and does not 
have a unified identity.  Paths of various different surfaces, are scattered throughout the area and 
do not have unified surfaces or clear directions, no maps of the park are evident when walking in 
the area. 
 
The community group, Greening Leeming, who have been undertaking activities and promotion of 
the park for several years, struggles to convince local residents of the park’s worth and values, 
despite their valiant efforts with restoration activities.  With high rates of vandalism, arson and other 
unsavoury activities in the park, it is clear that considerable education and aesthetic improvement 
is required in the park. 
 

Residents are clearly utilising the bushland to access 
formal paths, as shown in this image at Robert Weir Park. 
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Park identification signage must be created and located in appropriate locations, as well as 
detailed maps of the area.  Provision of a signage shelter for Greening Leeming may help with 
encouraging locals to support the groups and activities in the area; however care must be taken 
with installing this in the short term whilst the area is subject to so much vandalism.  Paths should 
be upgraded where necessary and made all one surface to help unify the park long term.  
 
A bin needs to be provided to users of the area adjacent to the playground equipment and seat.  
This will need to be cleaned regularly by the City of Melville to maintain the amenity in the area.  
This bin was recommended by Greening Leeming and should be vandal proof and fire proof if 
possible to minimise impacts from problematic users.  
 
Strategies 
 
• Create a Robert weir and Peter Ellis logo, to unify the parks. Use this logo on all new 

signage in the area.  
• Create clear directional signage and maps of the Park to help streamline access and 

increase public perception that the Park is maintained and valued.  
• Rationalise paths and path surfaces over time to ensure the park is linked in a uniform 

manner.  
• Consider providing Greening Leeming with a signage shelter in a visible part of the 

Park to promote positive activities and future community support. 
• Provide a vandal proof bin near the playground for community use. Ensure this will be 

cleaned regularly by City of Melville.  
 
The implementation plan for these strategies for Robert Weir Park are in Section 2 of this plan.  
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ROBERT WEIR MANAGEMENT PLAN 
SECTION 2- IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 

CAPITAL WORKS PLAN 
 

YEAR ACTION PERSON 
RESPONSIBLE 

BUDGET NOTES 

2005-
2006 

Produce weed maps 
for the area.  

Eo to employ 
consultant 

$4000 Being completed by 
October 2005. 

2005-
2006 

Install bin in area near 
recreation area.  

EO to organise $1000  

2005-
2006 

Create a Robert Weir 
and Peter Ellis logo, to 
unify the parks. Use 
this logo on all new 
signage in the area.  

EO $200  

2006-
2007 

Install nest boxes into 
appropriate trees  

EO to organise  $2500 Friends to help monitor 

2005-
2010 

Educate local 
residents on bushland 
values, perhaps 
through newsletters, 
activity days etc.  

EO and Friends to 
discuss and 
determine what is 
appropriate 

$500/year 
administration 

costs 

Yearly 

2006-
2007 

Consider providing 
Greening Leeming with 
a signage shelter  
 

EO to get one made $5000 Place in a visible part 
of the Park to promote 
positive activities and 
future community 
support. 

2006-
2007 

Upgrade ALL signage  
 

EO to design 
/organise, SNRTO to 
get quotes on 
production 

$2000 For: public perception, 
appropriate control for 
dogs and cats in the 
area, revegetation 

2006-
2007 

Undertake a dieback 
survey in Robert Weir 
Park and treat 
unaffected areas of the 
vegetation regularly to 
protect vegetation.  

EO to employ 
consultant 

$2000  

2007-
2008 

Undertake a survey for 
fox and rabbit activity 
in the Park when 
restoration activities 
are being undertaken.  

EO to organise fox 
and rabbit removal if 
required 

$2000  

2008-
2009 

Resurvey the bushland 
at Robert Weir and 
Peter Ellis and 
produce accurate new 
flora and weed lists for 
the area. 

EO to employ 
consultant to review 

$3000  

2009-
2010 

Compare and contrast 
revegetation success 
in the future.  

EO to employ 
consultant to review  

$3000  

2009-
2010 

Rewrite Management 
Plan.  

EO to review   
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MAINTENANCE PLAN 
 

YEAR ACTION PERSON 
RESPONSIBLE 

BUDGET NOTES 

2005-
2006 

Review tracks and 
produce map 

Bush crew, EO 
together 

2 Days 
$600 

 

2006-
2007 

Track rationalisation- Bush crew to 
coordinate 

$3000 Minimise access to very 
good bushland through 
rationalising tracks over 
time and closing 
unnecessary ones. 

2006-
2007 

Remove woody 
weeds from the 
bushland and 
educate the 
community on the 
negative impacts of 
these species in 
native bushland.  

Bush crew to 
coordinate 

$1000 
 

Education of community 
responsibility of 
Environmental officer.  

2005-
2006 

Create, in conjunction 
with FESA, a fire map 
and strategy  

EO, Bush crew and 
FESA 

$600 in time  

2005-
2010 

Use strategic planting of 
dense vegetation to 
deter visitors from 
accessing areas of 
bushland for shortcuts 

EO and Bush crew to 
determine in 
conjunction with the 
Friends 

  

2005-
2010 

Control weeds* 
 
Create weed strategy 
 
 
Target weed reduction in 
degraded areas.  

Bush crew 
 
EO after weed maps 
produced 
 
Bush crew 

$4000/year 
 
In house 
 
 
$2000 veldt 
spray etc 

 

2005-
2010 

Actively restore habitat 
logs and mulch to 
bushland where lacking 
to encourage native 
fauna.  

Bush crew, Friends $1500 
labour costs 
etc 

 

2005-
2010 

Educate locals with 
regular information about 
fire and how to prevent it 
in late spring each year 

Bush crew, Friends $1200 letter 
drop each 
year 

 

2006-
2010 

Nest boxes -regularly 
monitor 

Friends $300/visit to 
repair 
damage, 
remove 
bees 

 

2005-
2010 

Mow or spray grassy 
weeds in late spring to 
minimise fire 

Bush crew $1200  

2005-
2010 

Remove woody waste 
and rubbish piles 
regularly.  

Bush crew $200 every 
2 months 

 

2008-
2010 

Consider replanting in 
degraded areas following 
weed removal over time. 

Bush crew $1000 
plants plus 
$1000 
planting 
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YEAR ACTION PERSON 
RESPONSIBLE 

BUDGET NOTES 

2005-
2010 

Target local residents to 
help improve the 
bushland with planting 
events.  

Friends and Bush 
crew 

In house  

2005-
2010 

Set up monitoring plots 
to review revegetation 
success over time.  

Bush crew and 
Friends 

$400 tools 
and 
equipment 
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PETER ELLIS BUSHLAND 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS  

 
Signage 
 
• Create signage for Peter Ellis Park similar to Robert Weir signage to be seen from Farrington 

Road and as an entry statement.  
• Establish some signage for Peter Ellis Park. Link the signs to Robert Weir and explain some 

of the bushland values in the area.  
• Use signage to provide directions and information on facilities in the area, including bushland.  
 
Bushland Management 
 
• Protect the remaining areas of bushland from further degradation.  
• Use bollard fences around the perimeter of Peter Ellis Park to demarcate the bushland and 

protect it.  
• Meet with public and interested stakeholders around this area on an annual basis.  
• Review and rationalise paths in the area.  
• Upgrade necessary paths in the area.  
• Create and entry statement for Peter Ellis Park near Farrington Road.  
• Consider upgrading informal track from Leeming recreation car park and Farrington Road.  
 
Maintenance 
 
• Provide regular litter removal and quick responses to dumping and littering activities in the 

Park.  
• Improve the aesthetics of the bushland through mowing and making available appropriate 

bins.  
• Control grassy weeds through spraying and or mowing to reduce fuel loads and improve 

aesthetics.  
• Remove large logs and dead wood from the Park.  
 
Community Liaison 
 
• Liaise with Greening Leeming on a regular basis to help protect issues and resolve problems 

in the area quickly. 
• Begin a campaign on education in the Park of bushland values. 
• Provide information to local residents prior to summer on the impacts of fire and how they 

can help minimise it.  
• Liaise with FESA to create a fire management map and strategy for Peter Ellis Park. Review 

firebreak policy in this area.  
• Undertake a programme of weed control over the 5 years of implementation of this plan.  
 
Dieback 
 
• Undertake dieback testing and mapping in Peter Ellis Park.  
• Undertake dieback treatment throughout the remaining bushland at Peter Ellis Park to protect 

it from becoming infected with dieback in the future.  
• Review all paths in Peter Ellis Park and block off any unauthorised tracks which would 

spread dieback.  
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PETER ELLIS BUSHLAND 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
Peter Ellis Park is bounded by Farrington Road, Leeming Recreation car park and Robert Weir 
Park to the north.  Peter Ellis Park is surrounded by roads, schools, carparks and adjacent 
bushland.  

 
Peter Ellis Park was named after Peter Ellis, who was an employee with the City of Melville from 
1952-1973, as a Town Clerk and Secretary.  The Bushland was gazetted a Park in 1984, vested 
with the City of Melville as an area of public recreation.  
 
The park is distinctly lacking in identification signage or entry statements indicating the park name 
or management authority.  This appears to have added to the social problems in the area, as Peter 
Ellis has been neglected and the vegetation is in 
very poor- good condition.  
 
VEGETATION 
 
The vegetation community in Peter Ellis is quite 
different from Robert Weir Park.  Whilst both 
parks share a similar overstory of Jarrah and 
Banksia species, the understorey varies 
considerably.  Parts of Robert Weir seem to be 
swampier, having dense thickets of tufty sedge 
like plants such as Dasypogon bromeliifolius and 
Lomandra preissii.  These species are not 
present in Peter Ellis Park.  The understorey is 
more myrtaceous, and consists of woody plants 
such as Hypocalymma robustum, Jacksonia 
sternbergiana and Hibbertia racemosa.   
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It appears that this vegetation community is not nearly as resilient to weeds and fire as the 
vegetation in Robert Weir, as the bushland condition in Peter Ellis Park is considerably more 
degraded.  The overall condition of the bushland in the area would be very poor to good.  
 
Obviously, whilst the vegetation community might not be so resilient, it also does appear that parts 
of Peter Ellis Park are being frequently used for antisocial acts including arson, rubbish dumping, 
vegetation damage and track formation, all which have contributed to the degradation of the 
vegetation.  
 
Whilst Robert Weir adjacent has signage, bollarded paths and an ‘identity’ in some locations, Peter 
Ellis is lacking any kind of signage whatsoever, and is located adjacent to the school, a car park 
and buildings which are frequented by people all times of the day and night.  It appears this lack of 
identity and care may have caused more damage to the area, with residents and school truants 
treating the area with little respect.  
 

Peter Ellis Park is and has been burnt 
frequently, resulting in loss of biodiversity.  

The lack of identity in Peter Ellis may well have 
contributed to users treating the area like a rubbish 
dump and potential source of firewood, rather than 
respecting its bushland values and biological importance in the area.  
 
Establishing some signage for the area, including an entry statement, location map and some 
information about the bushland values might help to reduce damage by encouraging locals to 
understand the role they play in affecting bushland health.  This signage can reflect the obvious 
green links between Robert Weir Park and Peter Ellis, however the name must remain as a 
separate entity in order to ensure public are aware of the presence of this park.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Peter Ellis Park behind Skate Park 
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Strategies 
 
• Create signage for Peter Ellis Park similar to Robert Weir signage to be seen from 

Farrington Road and as an entry statement.  
• Establish some signage for Peter Ellis Park.  Link the signs to Robert Weir and explain 

some of the bushland values in the area.  
• Protect the remaining areas of bushland from further degradation.  
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BUSHLAND MANAGEMENT – PETER ELLIS PARK 
 
Because the bushland at Peter Ellis is degraded and the area is suffering from neglect, 
improvements to the bushland vegetation should concentrate on protecting existing values, 
encouraging support from locals and preventing new damage in the future.  
 
Strategies in this plan therefore focus on reducing existing problems in the area by improving 
aesthetics and reducing antisocial activity. Revegetation of bushland areas is unlikely to be 
successful in the near future because of the significant current vegetation problems of weeds, fire 
and rubbish. Methods to manage this bushland area more effectively include: 
 
• Weed management 
• Rubbish management 
• Improve aesthetics in the area 
• Liaise with the community to improve perception of the area 
• Track rationalisation and rehabilitation 
• Dieback management 
• Fire management and strategies 
• Community education and support 
 
These are explained in detail below.  
 
Weed Management 
 
Grassy weeds are common throughout this park, spread by frequent unauthorised access and fire.  
These weeds should be targeted at various times during the year, and the perimeter of the park 
sprayed or mowed to reduce fire risk and improve visual aesthetics.  Detailed weed strategies and 
yearly implementation to reduce weed cover in this park is outlined in Section 2 of this plan.  
 
Long-term reduction in weeds may result in the native vegetation responding to rehabilitation 
efforts, however the volume of native seed remaining in the seed bank is unknown and likely 
reduced.  Replanting local plants may well be the required solution however; weed management 
should be undertaken for several years prior to considering revegetation efforts.  Therefore, 
rehabilitation activities such as replanting native plants and seed collection in Peter Ellis Park will 
not be covered by this management plan, instead, the plan will focus on weed and anti-social 
behavioural management.  
 
Strategy 
 
Undertake a programme of weed control over the five (5) years of implementation of this 
plan.  
 
Fauna 
 
No fauna studies have been specifically undertaken in Peter Ellis Park, however it is likely species 
present would be similar to those found in Robert Weir Park.  Biodiversity is relatively low in the 
park because of the degraded bushland, frequent fire and general degradation.  Establishment of 
myrtaceous shrubs in the area may help to improve habitat for small lizards and birds.  Over time, 
if the bushland vegetation can be improved and access controlled, installing nest boxes in the area 
might encourage local birds to breed and utilise some of the smaller shrubs as habitat.  
 
Strategy 
 
Consider installation of bird boxes in the future should the bushland vegetation be 
improved.  
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Rubbish and drug implements are common 
in Peter Ellis Park.  

Management of Rubbish and Antisocial Behaviour 
 
As mentioned above, general rubbish is a considerable problem in Peter Ellis Park.  It is likely that 
public perception views the bushland as a vacant block where rubbish dumping and waste disposal 
is acceptable, because the area has no signage or identity.  
 
High school students have also used the area frequently for truancy.  Antisocial activities including 
drug taking, lighting fires and damaging vegetation for other activities is common.  Problems such 
as these can only be targeted through a strategic programme of education and vigilance.  City of 
Melville staff have already met with schools, police and local residents to attempt to curb these 
problems in and around Peter Ellis Park, (See Appendix 1).  The results of this meeting involve a 
community – wide approach with locals, Police, FESA, City of Melville and school officials taking 
responsibility for improving public perception in the area.  
 
The environmental section of City of Melville is responsible for only a small part of this wider 
strategy.  These tasks are summarised below: 
 
Melville Environment 
 
• Will ensure that new directional and information signage is introduced into the area to help 

educate local community and to raise the profile of the park.  
• Will protect bushland assets through vigilance and action to minimise problems with 

vandalism over time 
 
The community group, Greening Leeming, can assist with this programme through informing 
Melville staff of new outbreaks of graffiti or problems.  Keeping informed about local interests and 
community views can help resolve these issues over time.  This management plan therefore 
recommends the process of meeting with the community on a regular annual basis will help to 
keep issues fresh and help to improve public perception in the park.  
 
Rubbish should be picked up in all parts of the 
park on a regular basis by Bushcrew staff, to 
improve aesthetics.  Environment will also 
undertake general park maintenance including 
weed control, edge mowing and bins in 
appropriate locations.  Rationalising paths will 
also help to reduce fire risk and protect existing 
bushland and building assets in the area.  
 
It is hoped that producing a park identity through 
signage, path management and education 
programmes to local residents that these will help 
encourage locals to appreciate the area better 
and create a community spirit to support the 
bushland and protect it.  Community education 
through the Environmental section of the City of 
Melville should also be aimed at encouraging 
Leeming Recreation Centre and the local schools 
to watch out for the bushland and protect it in the 
future.  
 
Strategies 
 
• Meet with public and interested stakeholders around this area on an annual basis.  
• Provide regular litter removal and quick responses to dumping and littering activities 

in the park.  
• Provide the park with an identity through signage. 
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• Improve the aesthetics of the bushland through mowing and making available 
appropriate bins.  

• Liaise with Greening Leeming on a regular basis to help protect issues and resolve 
problems in the area quickly. 

• Begin a campaign on education in the park of bushland values  
 
Path Rationalisation and Restoration 
 
Examination of the current path system in Peter Ellis indicates that only one formal path exists. 
This path, from Farrington Road to the childcare centre is not signposted and, although runs 
adjacent to the bushland, appears to not necessarily be associated with the bushland values or the 
park itself.  
This area should be signposted to outline the purpose of the paths and indicate where it leads. 
There also should be some type of demarcation between the bushland and the childcare centre to 
encourage visitors to stay on the paths and protect the bushland values. This strategy has been 
applied in Robert Weir and appears to be successful in reducing bushland vegetation damage.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Strategies 
 
• Use bollard fences around the perimeter of Peter Ellis Park to demarcate the bushland 

and protect it.  
• Use signage to provide directions and information on facilities in the area, including 

bushland.  
 
A complete review of the current path network system in Peter Ellis Park is required to determine if 
there should be an entry statement for the park, and if some of the existing well-used unauthorised 
paths should be upgraded to proper paths or removed.  Unauthorised paths encourage visitors to 
access bushland and this can help spread weeds and damage vegetation.  Track rationalisation 
will help protect vegetation in the bushland from future unwanted activity in the area.  
 
Entry Statement 
 
It appears that access from the entry to Leeming Recreation Centre car park off Farrington Road 
might be a suitable location to extend a path from the bushland and create an entry statement.  
The bushland here is already degraded and an entry statement at Farrington Road will raise 
awareness about the Park and provide the park with an identity visible to users nearby.  
 
Strategies 
 
• Review and rationalise paths in the area.  
• Upgrade necessary paths in the area.  
• Create and entry statement for Peter Ellis Park near Farrington Road.  

Childcare Centre and adjacent bushland have 
no demarcation to indicate to users the 
purpose of the bushland. 
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• Consider upgrading informal track from Leeming recreation car park and Farrington 
Road.  

 
Dieback Management 
 
There is considerable evidence that Dieback is a widespread problem in Peter Ellis Park.  There 
are large numbers of dead Banksia and Jarrah in the area, and it is likely that the cause of death of 
these plants is the pathogen Phytophthora cinnamomii.  
 
The soils around this area should be tested for this pathogen and all remaining vegetation should 
be phosphorus treated on a regular basis to ensure they are protected long term.  
 
Park Hygiene 
 
This plan recommends that paths are reviewed in the park and rationalised to reduce unauthorised 
access to the park which would help spread this pathogen throughout the park.  Vehicular traffic in 
the bushland should be limited to dry seasons and vehicles should be washed down prior to 
visiting other bushland sites to prevent reinfection or to spread the disease from Peter Ellis to 
elsewhere.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The park currently is full of dead wood, which will provide a fire hazard if left for long periods 
untreated.  This wood also looks unsightly and is no doubt contributing to the bushland’s low public 
perception and lack of appeal to visitors.  Removal of this material will help improve these 
problems in the future.  
 
Strategies 
 
• Undertake dieback testing and mapping in Peter Ellis Park.  
• Undertake dieback treatment throughout the remaining bushland at Peter Ellis Park to 

protect it from becoming infected with dieback in the future.  
• Review all paths in Peter Ellis Park and block off any unauthorised tracks, which 

would spread dieback.  
• Remove dead vegetation from the park to improve aesthetics and reduce fuel loads.  
 

Dead Banksia and dead Jarrah in Peter Ellis Park 
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Fire 
 
Fire has been an important element of the bushland ecosystems of the south west of Western 
Australia for thousands of years.  As a result, most native plants and animals can recover from 
infrequent fires.  However, long-term impacts of frequent urban fires suggest that over time weed 
species out compete native plants after fire and the result is a decrease in native biodiversity.   
 
These impacts have resulted in urban bushland managers concluding that fire events in urban 
areas are unfortunately common and potentially devastating.  Infrequent fires can result in certain 
species regenerating, such as Banksia species, however given that over 80% of fires in urban 
areas are deliberately lit (FESA, Pers Comm) bushland managers have no control over the 
frequency or temperature of bushland fires.  The City of Melville has a no- burn policy, which 
applies to all bushland areas.  Firebreaks are maintained around the perimeter of these areas and 
weed control is tackled using other methods like chemical control rather than burning, (City of 
Melville Fire Strategy).  
 
Fire is a big factor in Peter Ellis Park.  Obviously, there have been a number of fires in the park 
over the last few years.  All of these fires have been deliberately lit.  Community education should 
aim to provide information to local residents about fire awareness, safety and helping minimise the 
likelihood of arson attacks in the future at Peter Ellis Park.  
 
Grassy weeds should be controlled and or reduced as much as possible throughout the year, to 
prevent the area from being burnt regularly.  Although grassy weeds are mostly responsible for fire 
events in urban bushland, clearing dead trees, logs and wood can also help reduce fire risk as well 
as improving the visual amenity of the park. 
 
Fire Access 
 
Peter Ellis bushland is adjacent to a number of 
buildings and services, including roads, carparks, a 
recreation centre, a childcare centre and a school.  The 
proximity of the bushland to these buildings and the 
likelihood of repeated arson attacks needs to be 
considered for safety reasons.  In some cases, there is 
little or no firebreak between the bushland and these 
buildings.  This photograph shows the proximity of the 
playground at the childcare centre adjacent to the 
bushland.  
 
Should a fire start in this area, the results could be life threatening and or would likely involve 
damage to the buildings and equipment.  This could be minimised through consultation with FESA 
and the production of a fire plan for the whole area.  Consideration of standard Melville firebreak 
policy of providing a cleared 3m strip horizontally and a 5m high buffer zone in these areas 
adjacent to the bushland as a matter of course needs to be considered in the future management 
of the area.  
 
Strategies 
 
• Provide information to local residents prior to summer on the impacts of fire and how 

they can help minimise it.  
• Control grassy weeds through spraying and or mowing to reduce fuel loads and 

improve aesthetics.  
• Remove large logs and dead wood from the Park.  
• Liaise with FESA to create a fire management map and strategy for Peter Ellis Park.  
• Review firebreak policy in this area.  
 
The remaining part of this management plan is detailed weed and management strategies to 
implement improvements in Peter Ellis Park.  These will be implemented over a 5 year period and 
will ensure the area improves over time.  
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SECTION 2- IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 
PETER ELLIS PARK 
CAPITAL BUDGET 

 
YEAR ACTION PERSON 

RESPONSIBLE 
BUDGET NOTES 

2005-
2006 

Map weeds in the area EO to organise 
contractor 

Already paid 
for  

 

2005-
2010 

Meet with public and 
interested stakeholders 
around this area on an 
annual basis.  

EO to organise 
meeting with 
Friends and 
community  

In house Greening Leeming to 
assist.  

2005-
2010 

Provide information to 
local residents prior to 
summer on the impacts of 
fire and how they can 
help minimise it.  

EO to write letter 
regarding fires in 
bushland areas 

$1000yearly  
letter drop 

Greening Leeming to 
help 

2006-
2007 

Design a weed strategy 
for managing all weeds in 
this Park and their 
systematic reduction over 
time.  

EO $3000 in 
house costs 

 

2005-
2006 

Create signage for Peter 
Ellis Park. Link the signs 
to Robert Weir and explain 
some of the bushland 
values in the area. Provide 
directional signage. 

EO to coordinate $3000.00  

2006-
2007 

Install an entry statement 
at Peter Ellis Park off 
Farrington Road 

EO to coordinate $4500.00  

2006-
2007 

Undertake dieback 
testing and mapping in 
Peter Ellis Park.  

EO to organise 
contractor 

$4000.00  

2006-
2007 

Liaise with FESA to 
create a fire management 
map and strategy for 
Peter Ellis Park.  
Review firebreak policy in 
this area.  

EO and Greening 
Leeming 

In house 
costs 

 

2007-
2008 

Review and rationalise 
paths in the area. 
Consider upgrading 
informal track from 
Leeming recreation car 
park and Farrington 
Road.  

EO to rationalise 
paths in house 
 
Upgrading path 

In house 
 
 
$3000.00 

 

2007-
2008 

Upgrade necessary paths 
in the area. Block off any 
unauthorised tracks 
which would spread 
dieback.  

EO to liaise with 
Maintenance to 
help block off 
paths 

$3000.00  

2008-
2009 

Install bollards or fences 
around the perimeter of 
Peter Ellis Park to 
demarcate the bushland 
and protect it.  

EO to coordinate a 
contractor 

$8000.00  
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YEAR ACTION PERSON 
RESPONSIBLE 

BUDGET NOTES 

2008-
2009 

Consider installation of 
bird boxes in the future 
should the bushland 
vegetation be improved. 

EO $1500 if 
necessary  

Review after 3 years 
to see if bushland has 
improved following 
weed control 

2009-
2010 

Review weed maps and 
resurvey 

Contractor $2500.00  

 2010- Rewrite management 
plan  

EO In house 
costs 
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MAINTENANCE COSTS 

PETER ELLIS PARK 
 

YEAR ACTION PERSON 
RESPONSIBLE 

BUDGET NOTES 

 
Every 
year 

Remove large logs 
and dead wood from 
the Park to improve 
aesthetics and reduce 
fuel loads. 

Bush crew $1500 
yearly plus 
disposal 
costs of 
$2000 

 

Every 
year 

Control grassy weeds 
through spraying and 
or mowing to reduce 
fuel loads and 
improve aesthetics.  

Bush crew  $1200/year  

Every 2 
years Undertake dieback 

treatment throughout 
the remaining 
bushland at Peter Ellis 
Park to protect it from 
becoming infected with 
dieback in the future.  

Bush crew  $1500 tools 
$1000 
labour 

 

Every 
year 

Improve the 
aesthetics of the 
bushland through 
mowing and making 
available bins.  

Bush crew $1600 
yearly 
mowing 

 

Every 
year 

Provide regular litter 
removal and quick 
responses to dumping 
and littering activities 
in the Park.  

Maintenance to 
undertake monthly 

$1600/ year Greening Leeming to 
assist in providing 
information to 
community group 
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APPENDIX 1 

 
 
PUBLIC MEETING NOTES ROBERT WEIR PARK 
 
8 NOVEMBER 2004 
 
 



NOTES 
 

PUBLIC MEETING 
ROBERT WEIR PARK (ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR)  

8 November 2004 
 
 

DELIBERATELY LIT FIRES IN BOTH THE PARK AND THE RESERVE, WHICH HAVE PROLIFERATED OVER THE RECENT SUMMER MONTHS TO THE POINT 
WHERE LIFE AND PROPERTY ARE AT RISK. 
 

COMMENTS  RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

Officer at FESA advised a resident that 
there were 32 fires at this park. 
 

Only 16 grass, scrub and rubbish fires 
over a 6-month period.  10 other fires in 
surrounding areas.  Number of fires on 
par with other suburbs and therefore no 
greater risk than other metropolitan areas. 

 
  N/A N/A 

 Weeds need to be cleared in park and in 
residents properties to lessen fire load. 
  

Send out information 
regarding “living next to 
bushland” 

Environmental 
Programmes Manager 

Sent out at the beginning 
of summer to alert 
residents of issues.  
Weeding programme 
will also reduce fuel 
load. 

 Evaporative air conditioners are a cause 
for concern as embers are sucked into the 
system and fires start. 
 

 

Information available 
from Fire and 
Emergency Services 
Authority.  Send to 
Residents 

Environmental 
Programmes Manager 

No action required, info 
available from FESA 

Resident asked if FESA would 
investigate serial firebugs to stop fires, as 
it appears that authorities are not 
investigating any reports of why fires are 
happening. 
 

City of Melville to speak with WA Police 
regarding fire bugs. 

 

City of Melville to speak 
with WA Police 
regarding fire bugs. 

Manager Neighbourhood 
Amenity 

Discussions held with 
Police on a weekly basis 
now to coordinate 
supportive actions 
between Community 
Security and WAPS 

Residents surrounding the park are 
putting the fires out also. 
 

Councillor Aubrey thanked the residents 
for assisting with fires.  

 N/A N/A 

Worst of the fires occur after 10.00pm.  
Why not close the playground after a 
certain time so Security Officers can 
move children on.  A sign could also be 
erected to indicate the opening times of 
the playground/park. 

Cross agency issues here – Police, Fire 
and City of Melville to reduce the 
number of incidences of fires caused by 
children. 
 

 

Comment to be included 
in report to Council 

Manager Infrastructure 
Services 

Closing small local parks 
is not an option at this 
stage 
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COMMENTS RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

Another suggestion was fencing and 
closing the playground after hours. 

  Comment to be included 
in report to Council 

Manager Infrastructure 
Services 

See above 

In the Management Plan for Robert Weir 
Park, it suggests signage near the play 
equipment but this has not occurred yet 

 

 

Comment to be included 
in report to Council 

Manager Infrastructure 
Services 

New Management Plan 
being developed.  No 
demonstrated need for 
signage at this stage. 

Park has reticulation, why not change the 
times of the reticulation to prevent people 
being in the park at night. 
 

Vandalism of reticulation infrastructure 
is high, children will break the sprinklers 
and reticulating during the day will allow 
vandals to see the locations of the 
sprinklers. 

 

Comment to be included 
in report to Council 

Manager Infrastructure 
Services 

See response note. This 
is still valid, it is a case 
of weighing up the 
vandalism to the systems 
against possibly reducing 
congregations of youth 

Resident asked what the Council’s 
thoughts are on the subject of deliberately 
lit fires.   

Cr Aubrey advised that this matter has 
not been put to Council.  

 N/A N/A 

Each time that a resident calls the police, 
they provide the details of the people 
involved so Police should have this 
information already.  (Sergeant Peter 
Hatch has also been advised of dates and 
times)  

Murdoch Police would like the names of 
the firebugs and they will investigate.  
Police to investigate the peak problem 
period to help develop a response 
programme. 

 

Further liaison between 
Police, Client Liaison 
Security Service and 
residents 

Murdoch Police 
Manager and 

Neighbourhood Amenity 

Discussions held with 
Police on a weekly basis 
now to coordinate 
supportive actions 
between Community 
Security and WAPS 

The regular time pattern for the anti-
social behaviour is around 15 minutes 
after the closing of school.  Ranger 
Services were advised of this pattern. 

Surveillance cameras in this location 
would be an effective deterrent. 
 
The Police will be writing a column in 
the local newspaper regarding effective 
parenting in regard to controlling 
children. 

 

Further liaison between 
Police, Client Liaison 
Security Service and 
residents 

Murdoch Police 
Manager and 

Neighbourhood Amenity 

Quote received from 
Satellite Security for 
$24,960.  Tenders to be 
called. 
 
Meeting with Brian 
Keating re portable 
CCTV camera – has 
received funding for two 
- Leeming Rec identified 
as potential site. 
 
Cameras are being 
installed in the skate 
park and adjacent area. 
Other covert cameras are 
being trailed 
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COMMENTS RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

Children are smoking dope during the 
day in view of the public. 

Police will act on children smoking 
marijuana as this is illegal, a vehicle will 
be dispatched according to priorities 
  

Further liaison between 
Police, Client Liaison 
Security Service and 
residents 

Murdoch Police 
Manager and 

Neighbourhood Amenity 

Discussions held with 
Police on a weekly basis 
now to coordinate 
supportive actions 
between Community 
Security and WAPS 

Are the residents who are picking up 
smoking implements in the park and 
putting it in their own bins at risk?  What 
should residents do instead? 

Residents gathering evidence can be 
dangerous, as the person may get violent, 
residents should not put themselves at 
risk. 

 

 N/A N/A 

 Leeming Senior High school Principal 
advised that the school is keen to be 
involved in resolving this issue.  When 
residents report incidences to the school, 
they will act and visit the park, but 
usually kids have left by the time they get 
there.  Police may have a quicker 
response time than the school.  Specific 
descriptions of children may assist the 
school in identifying culprits. 

 

  N/A N/A 

What happens to children who are caught 
lighting fires – are charges laid? 

Children may get a caution if it’s a first 
offence.  Police need evidence to charge 
someone. 

 
  N/A N/A 

 
VANDALISM, BOTH OF THE NATURAL VEGETATION ALONG WITH INFRASTRUCTURE IN THE PARK AND RESERVE ITSELF 
 

COMMENTS  RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

   Fires are of a concern to the 
Environmental Programmes Manager 
also.  Robert Weir Park is a priority for 
Council.  

 N/A N/A 

 The Management Plan will be reviewed 
this financial year. 

 Review Management 
Plan 

Environmental 
Programmes Manager 

Started process May 
2005 

 The management of bush land can be 
achieved.  It is difficult for the 
Environment Team to control the actions 
of people. 

  N/A N/A 

 Robert Weir park does not have the large 
fuel load of some of the other bush 
reserves within the City of Melville so it 
is not considered a huge fire risk. 

   N/A N/A 
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COMMENTS RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

 Normally a 2 to 3 metre firebreak is put 
in bush reserves but local residents 
surrounding Robert Weir Park have asked 
that this not be carried out in this park. 

   N/A N/A 

More visual access to this park could 
prevent children hiding in the park 
carrying out illegal acts. 

Understorey of bushlands is important 
environmentally, without it, the park 
would be woodland not a bush reserve.  

 Report to Council Manager Community 
Services 

Understorey of 
bushlands is important 
environmentally, without 
it, the park would be 
woodland not a bush 
reserve. 

The bush reserve is an amenity that many 
residents enjoy. 

Re-vegetating the park may cause the 
area to be more of a fire risk. 

  N/A N/A 

The Grand Spider Orchid is an 
endangered species; this species is in this 
bush reserve. 

The Environmental Team are aware of 
this fact. 

   N/A N/A 

How many people actually use the park - 
can it be re-vegetated and the play 
equipment relocated to deter children 
sitting in the park. 

The City of Melville do not want to get 
rid of kids playing on equipment, instead 
want to remove the anti-social behaviour. 
 

   N/A N/A 

Should residents contact Police if regular 
known problem makers are in the park 
thereby preventing the risk?   

Contact Police Operations outside of 
business hours.  Response number to be 
supplied to residents for contact during 
business hours. 

 Response number to be 
provided. 

Murdoch Police Residents to contact 
Police 

There is a group that is called “Greening 
Leeming” but only a small number of 
interested people involved. 

Her Worship the Mayor suggested that 
this group could be supported by Council 
with a friends group to re-generate the 
bush reserve. 

 Support already 
available.  This action to 
continue. 

Environmental 
Programmes Manager 

Environmental Services 
continues to support 
Greening Leeming 
where possible. 

 
A CONTINUING AND SERIOUS DETERIORATION IN THE “GREEN” ENVIRONMENT IN SOME AREAS OF THE PARK AND RESERVE 
 

COMMENTS  RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

The bush is in bad shape due to the fires 
from last summer, new weeds appearing.  
Can a weeding crew be allocated to help 
remove weeds? 

A volunteer group could be asked to 
work in the park. 

 Support already
available.  This action to 
continue. 

 Environmental 
Programmes Manager 

Weeding programme 
developed annually. 

Dead trees in park – will they be 
removed? 

Dead trees are habitats and roosting sites 
for animals and birds.  Due to dieback, 
some of the larger, dead trees are being 
removed, smaller branches etc will be 
left. 

   N/A N/A 
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SUBSTANTIAL QUANTITIES OF LITTER, INCLUDING BROKEN GLASS, ENDANGERING THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF CHILDREN USING THE 
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT AT THE PARK. 
 

COMMENTS RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

 If Council is not performing to our 
maintenance standards, then we will 
review this. 

 N/A N/A N/A 

Rubbish bins have been removed from 
the park – why? 

The bins may have been removed due to 
fires and vandalism but will investigate.  
If residents want them back, we can put 
them back. 

 Investigate need for bins 
and types of bins 

Manager Infrastructure 
Services 

This is in hand to be 
reinstated 

Metal bins were requested but residents 
were told that metal bins were a problem 
for the rubbish removalists. 

  Investigate need for bins 
and types of bins 

Manager Infrastructure 
Services 

See above 

Resident has concerns that infrastructure 
such as seats, bins, bollards etc are being 
removed by Council due to vandalism. 

Operations remove infrastructure due to 
costs, the social aspect of this issue needs 
to be addressed to prevent this. 

 Investigate need for bins 
and types of bins 

Manager Infrastructure 
Services 

Have spoken to 
operations to ascertain 
whether this is the case. 
Not an operational 
policy and may hae been 
done to some items. 
Not to occur in further 
instances 

Vandalism proof infrastructure should be 
investigated.  Bins are needed. 

   N/A N/A 
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  Resident asked how the Youth Advisory 
Council could be involved. 

Outreach Youth Workers work on 
Thursday and Friday nights to visit areas 
where young people are to try and 
connect the children to mainstream 
programmes. 
 
Police would also look at referring 
children to YAC groups and events. 

Further discussion with
Community 
Development Officers 
and residents. 

Community 
Development 
Coordinators 

YAC has been involved 
with the development 
and organisation of the 
recent skate comp at 
Leeming Skate Park, and 
are happy to support 
community projects of 
this nature.  Youth 
workers continue to 
attend the skate park on 
a weekly basis, usually 
Wednesday evenings.  
The YMCA bus is also 
on site on Friday 
evenings, staffed by 
workers and volunteers 
who provide activities 
for young people and 
support/guidance on 
appropriate behaviours.  
Majority of people 
attending are young 
males aged 15 - 17 years 
who are there for 
recreation. 

Another resident also commented that 
bins are required. 

   N/A N/A 

 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND DEALING INVOLVING YOUTH OF HIGH SCHOOL AGE PUTTING AT RISK THEIR HEALTH AND SAFETY AND THE COMMUNITY’S 
SECURITY. 
 

COMMENTS  RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

Are Police interested in knowing about 
dealers and suppliers of drugs to 
schoolchildren? 
 

Burglaries are down about 30%. 
Socio-economic is high in these areas. 
Police are interested in nabbing drug 
dealers 

    N/A

School children with addiction problems 
– should this be addressed? 
 

  See Comments Below N/A N/A 
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COMMENTS RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

In regard to children attending schools 
after smoking drugs, should the school be 
responsible for removing drug dealer’s 
access to the children? 
 

 
 

 See Comments Below N/A N/A 

Police sniffer dogs during school – can 
this be implemented. 

The school does have a number of 
programmes for these issues.  There are 
only a small number of children involved 
in this issue.   Sending in sniffer dogs, 
makes it appear that the problem is much 
larger than it is. 
 
It damages the reputation of the school 
and also damages property prices of 
surrounding suburbs. 

   N/A N/A 

Will there be more random sweeps by 
Police?  Is the structure of the park 
conducive to solving this issue in the long 
term? 

Police advised that a consistent approach 
is needed to ensure the standard is 
maintained.  Changing the structure of 
the park may not solve the issue, 
community needs to divert the children 
away from that lifestyle. 

   N/A N/A 

The people involved in these issues are 
older children, they are 17 years old and 
are known by local residents.  They have 
assaulted local residents also. 

    N/A N/A 

As some of these issues are happening on 
the way to school and on the way home 
from school, this is a Duty of Care on 
behalf of the school. 

The School does act on requests from 
residents, but as they do not contact 
residents back, residents may not think 
that action isn’t being taken, when it 
actually is. 

   N/A N/A 

Resident believes that as there is not a 
consolidated approach by the Authorities 
involved, the issue may not be resolved. 

Some residents fear reprisals from 
“dobbing” people in but school can act 
on these issues in a confidential way. 

   N/A N/A 

Why are these children not expelled? School has identified approx 10 truants 
who have been seen in the park causing 
problems. 
 
The Ministry of Education has said that 
all children should be in school, so unless 
the children are violent they can not be 
expelled from school for truancy.  Parents 
are called to advise of the truancy. 

   N/A N/A 
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SECURITY IN THE PARK AND RESERVE NOT AT A LEVEL CONDUCIVE TO THE SAFE AND EFFICACIOUS USE OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE AND ITS 
AMBIENCE. 
 

COMMENTS RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

 
 

The role of the Community Liaison 
Security Service is not that of a Police 
Officer.  They do not have the power of 
arrest.  The City of Melville does not like 
to encourage staff to carry out citizen’s 
arrests. 
 
There are approximately 3 security 
officers per 15,000 residents.  They are 
unable to be in all areas all the time. 
A security audit could be carried out in 
the park. 
 
In 3 weeks time, there will be a 
permanent manned control room with 
access to CCTV. 
Patrols can be carried out more regularly.  
This park is patrolled approximately 5 
times more than other parks. 
 
Security can only act as a deterrent, they 
cannot arrest people. 
 
Security Services do not want to move 
the problem to another area, would like 
to solve the issue.  They are trying to 
develop relationships with youth through 
Interagency Youth Initiatives, Garden 
City, etc 

   N/A N/A 

Robert Weir Park, Leeming Recreation 
Centre and the Soak area are the three (3) 
areas of concern. 

    N/A N/A 
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COMMENTS RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

What security issues have been raised for 
the new skatepark? 

Recreation Centre Officers will be 
involved, voluntary compliance with 
users of the park.  It will be patrolled to 
current standard.  It is the hoped that 
there are no more issues than what 
currently exists.  
 
If it turns out that the skate park becomes 
a “hot spot”, extra patrols can be 
undertaken. 

 Constant Monitoring Recreation Centre Staff 
 

Youth Workers 
 

Client Liaison Security 
Service 

Recreation Staff 
currently do not monitor 
the skate park.  There are 
not adequate staffing 
resources at LRC to do 
this, eg pool and gym 
staffs have legal 
obligations to remain in 
the building at all times. 

Comments from 
residents that come in 
seem to suggest that 
most of the security 
issues arise after the 
centre is closed anyway. 
 
Extra patrols are 
conducted from time to 
time in the area. 
 
There is regular liaison 
between youth workers, 
recreation centre and the 
CSS.  Youth workers 
visit the skate park and 
shopping centre on 
Friday evenings.  
They engage with young 
people about appropriate 
behaviours, and 
managing the noise and 
rubbish at the site.  Good 
relationships have 
developed, particularly 
following the very 
successful skate 
competition.   Youth 
workers continue to 
support the development 
of responsible behaviour 
around the ongoing 
management of this busy 
site. 
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COMMENTS RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

 Parry Avenue Skate Park did cause 
concerns at the time of opening, but this 
has slowed down since then. 
 
The second skate park was designed and 
lobbied by YAC.  It is near the 
Recreation Centre and it does not have as 
many issues. 

  N/A N/A 

When CLSS Officers see damage and 
vandalism do they report it. 

CLSS do report incidences every day and 
graffiti is removed, 170 incidences of 
graffiti reported in the month of October. 

  N/A N/A 

 
COUNCIL’S FAILURE TO FULLY IMPLEMENT THE PARK MANAGEMENT PLAN DESPITE ITS APPROVAL BY COUNCIL ON 17 AUGUST 1999 AND TO 
RESPOND IN A REASONABLE AND TIMELY MANNER TO REQUESTS TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF THE GREEN ENVIRONMENT AROUND THE RESERVE 
OVER A NUMBER OF YEARS. 
 

COMMENTS  RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

   Environmental Programmes Manager 
does not agree with this comment. 
 
There is the environmental aspect of 
managing bush reserves, the other aspect 
is the community aspect side such as 
vandalism etc 

 N/A N/A 

There is some signage that has not been 
erected. 
The environmental aspect is reasonable 
but it’s the social aspect that needs 
improving. 
 

The “green” part of the Management 
plan has been acted upon and additional 
work such as dieback control has also 
been carried out. 

   N/A N/A 

The Management Plan does mention 
some social aspects that needs to be 
addressed. 

    N/A N/A 
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COMMENTS RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

One resident who cleaned the bush 
reserve during the school holidays found 
that the litter mainly came from the 
Recreation Centre.  What is the frequency 
of Council cleaning this area? 

  Response from
Operations 

  Manager Operation 
Services 

Area maintenance crew 
visit the reserve 16 times 
annually maintaining the 
reticulated and bushland 
areas.  Bush area crew 
monitor Flora and Fauna 
and do a general cleanup 
of the Bushland 6 times 
annually.  Volunteer 
(Options Group) visit 
Bushland once a year to 
help if required and 
available. 

 Landscaping was undertaken in this area, 
bollards were put in but they were 
vandalised. 

   N/A 

There are wood chips near the footpath, 
and children are taking a short cut 
causing the wood chips to be strewn 
across the footpath and causing a hazard.   
 

A Council Officer will investigate.  Investigate and Repair Environmental 
Programmes Manager 

Should be dealt with as 
part of scheduled 
maintenance. 

Resident queried why the groups who 
were involved in the Management Plan 
were not consulted in the skate park, i.e. 
Greening Leeming. 
 
A number of residents have advised that 
they were not consulted about the Skate 
Park and that they live within the 400 m 
radius. 

There is a formal consultation process 
that Council undertakes.  This issue was 
rated as major so a 400 metre radius of 
residents were consulted.  The issue was 
raised in Council a number of times over 
a 6 or 8 month period.  There was a lot of 
information in the media also. 

  N/A N/A 

Will the skate park have lighting so that it 
can be used at night? 

CLSS Officers will patrol the skate park 
and move people on at night. 

  N/A N/A 

After 10.30pm - 11pm at night at the 
Recreation Centre, there is no lighting 
and it is very dark. 

  Investigate timing of
lights 

   Manager Infrastructure 
Services and Manager 
Leeming Recreation 

Centre 

Presently looking a 
closing car park after 
hours 

Brick paving at the school end of the 
Recreation Centre needs repairing. 
 

  Investigate and Repair Manager Infrastructure 
Services 

Maintenance Request 
sent to Operation Centre 
for action 

In Aulberry Parade – the garden beds are 
higher than the footpath and the garden 
bed needs to be retained. 

  Noted for Action Manager Infrastructure 
Services 

Maintenance Request 
sent to Operation Centre 
for action 
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COMMENTS RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

Resident asked that some security is 
needed when the skate park is open. 
 
The quality of lighting in the park needs 
to be upgraded. 

The skate park was tendered at around 
$120,000 but budget went to $160,000. 
 
There was no other location considered. 
 
The area was an ideal location for the 
skate park. 

   See Notes Above See notes above.  
Inspection lighting to 
ensure all is in working 
order 

Council is unable to guarantee that when 
the skate park is built that problems are 
not going to occur therefore why is it 
going to go ahead.  Resident considered it 
a waste of money. 

   N/A N/A 

The social aspect of the Management 
Plan has not been addressed in the past 5 
years? 

There was no intention to not address it.  
Some issues have been addressed but 
addressing social issues is difficult – it is 
long term planning. 

  N/A N/A 
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SENIOR ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF AT LEEMING SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL FAILING TO CONSISTENTLY TAKE REASONABLE AND TIMELY ACTION IN 
RESPONSE TO COMPLAINTS ABOUT INAPPROPRIATE USE OF THE PARK BY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS DURING SCHOOL HOURS. 
 

COMMENTS RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

 This Thursday, the Leeming Senior 
Highschool will be mentioned in the 
Australian newspaper as being a top high 
school. 
 
Ruining the reputation of the school for a 
core number of students is not 
constructive. 
 
The school is looking at programmes that 
will allow the students to be associated 
with the community. 
 
The school locks the gates at that side of 
the school and random patrols of the park 
are carried out. 
 
Have responded to all resident’s requests. 
 
Open invitation for residents to meet with 
Principal. 
 
Be specific, it can be confidential, if you 
want feedback, please provide your 
contact details.   
 
Provide police with any details about cars 
or people hanging around the school that 
should not be there. 

 Residents to take up 
offer to be involved with 
the School and to 
provide Police with 
Details. 

Residents N/A 

Will the school be taking the concerns of 
local residents to students and parents? 

Assemblies are held and children are told 
of the consequences of their actions. 
 
Comments from tonight’s meeting will 
be put into the school’s newsletter. 

   N/A 

Can the school introduce an 
environmental programme so that 
students can work in the bush reserve so 
that they become aware of environmental 
issues. 

This is already in place at the school.  Continue current process School N/A 
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COMMENTS RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

Resident acknowledged that the school 
has actioned some of the issues and 
problems in the park have decreased 
recently.  Would like these initiatives to 
continue with new principal 

   N/A N/A 

 
POLICE FAILING TO CONSISTENTLY RESPOND, IN A TIMELY MANNER, TO RESIDENTS’ REQUESTS FOR ATTENDANCE TO STOP HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS USING AND DEALING IN BANNED SUBSTANCES (EG. MARIJUANA, AMPHETAMINES). 
 

COMMENTS  RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

 A communication strategy such as calling 
the numbers the Officer will supply 
residents will help with this issue. 
 

   N/A 

 Police and Security can work together to 
cover all areas when resident’s call but 
priorities of each group can alter the 
response time. 

 Police and Security to 
work together 

Manager Neighbourhood 
Amenity and Police 

Discussions held with 
Police on a weekly basis 
now to coordinate 
supportive actions 
between Community 
Security and WAPS 

Residents were concerned that when kids 
saw Police, they dumped the illegal 
paraphernalia and run.  Can the Police 
search the park for these items and seize 
them. 

Police can search the surrounding areas 
of the park to find illegal substances 
dumped by fleeing criminals. 

 Police to search the 
surrounding areas of the 
park to find illegal 
substances dumped by 
fleeing criminals 

Police Police have patrolled 
areas as and when their 
resources allow. 

 Police do patrol parks when they can.  
There are other issues that can take police 
off the road at times. 

 Police to patrol parks 
when they can. 

Police Police have patrolled 
areas as and when their 
resources allow 

 
OTHER GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

COMMENTS  RESPONSE COMMENT 
ONLY ACTION REQUIRED OFFICER UPDATE ON ACTION 

Motorised Scooters - are they allowed to 
be driven on the road? 

Police advised that they have to be 
licensed to be driven on the road. 

 N/A  N/A N/A 
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