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Halim Sajogo – Melville Discovery Centre

“My name is Halim Sajogo and I came to Australia from Indonesia eighteen months ago.  I ran my own computer business in Indonesia and this is my story of how I came to be a volunteer at the Melville Discovery Centre.

I joined a class offered by the City of Melville for ‘social English’.  I thought this would be a good way to improve my English, and meet new people.  Joanne Visic from the Melville Volunteer Resource Centre came to speak with us about volunteering in the City of Melville – how we could use our knowledge and expertise and learn new skills by volunteering in the City of Melville community.  
Volunteering seemed like a good way that I could use my professional computer skills, and improve my English at the same time.  I thought it would be a good way to get some experience working in an office – an Australian office.

When I was a young boy in Indonesia I would go with my Church group to visit prisoners in our local community.  This was my only experience of volunteering.  I really didn’t know what to expect. 

So I visited the Melville Volunteer Resource Centre to find out more…. 

The staff at the Melville Volunteer Resource Centre were very friendly and really helpful.  They wanted to know the types of community groups where I would like to volunteer, the skills I wanted to use and also the skills I would like to develop. So I told them about my professional background in computing and my wish to improve my English.  They found two positions where I would be able to use my expertise in computing. 

I was able to choose the position that suited me best - the Melville Discovery Centre sounded very interesting to me. The position was to photograph and catalogue the items on display at the Melville Discovery Centre.  I would be able to use my computer skills, and my hobby is photography!

The Melville Discovery Centre is a really interesting place to work.  There is a lot of work to do, so I am always busy.  I am always willing to take on a role where there is an opportunity to learn something and experience new things.

It is a great way to meet people from other backgrounds, because at the Melville Discovery Centre there are many other volunteers. I get experience working in an Australian office where there are lots of friendly people.  

A special story..

Volunteering at Melville Discovery Centre has given me the valuable experience of working in an Australian Office environment, a way to use my professional skills and some interesting challenges along the way.  
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I needed to photograph and catalogue the contents of a display cabinet at the Melville Discovery Centre – I needed to remove the items one at a time to photograph them.  The challenge was how to remove the heavy lid of the display case, hammed in by a floor to ceiling pole at each corner!  This turned out to be a logistical challenge and a physical test of strength and balance!!!  After lots of talking and laughing we got it and I got the job done. “ 
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